
Joshua 9  

Joshua and God’s people are coming off a successful capture of the key city of Ai. The 

“God of second chances” has shown Himself to be faithful. The whole nation has 

renewed their covenant with Creator, and chapter 8 ends on a high note. 

News of the Hebrew victories is spreading throughout the area and adjoining nations 

are beginning to form alliances to protect themselves from this new threat. However, 

the people of Gibeon take a different approach. They decide to use deception to lure 

the Hebrews into a peace treaty that will protect them from destruction.  

Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these things—the kings in the hill 

country, in the western foothills, and along the entire coast of the Mediterranean Sea as 

far as Lebanon (the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 

Jebusites)— 2 they came together to wage war against Joshua and Israel. 

3 However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and 

Ai, 4 they resorted to a ruse: They went as a delegation whose donkeys were loaded[a] with 

worn-out sacks and old wineskins, cracked and mended. 5 They put worn and patched 

sandals on their feet and wore old clothes. All the bread of their food supply was dry and 

moldy. 6 Then they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the Israelites, 

“We have come from a distant country; make a treaty with us.” 

7 The Israelites said to the Hivites, “But perhaps you live near us, so how can we make a 

treaty with you?” 

8 “We are your servants,” they said to Joshua. 

But Joshua asked, “Who are you and where do you come from?” 

9 They answered: “Your servants have come from a very distant country because of the 

fame of the LORD your God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did in 

Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan—Sihon 

king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth. 11 And our elders and 

all those living in our country said to us, ‘Take provisions for your journey; go and meet 

them and say to them, “We are your servants; make a treaty with us.”’ 12 This bread of 

ours was warm when we packed it at home on the day we left to come to you. But now 

see how dry and moldy it is. 13 And these wineskins that we filled were new, but see how 

cracked they are. And our clothes and sandals are worn out by the very long journey.” 
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14 The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD. 15 Then Joshua 

made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified 

it by oath. 

16 Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they 

were neighbors, living near them. 17 So the Israelites set out and on the third day came to 

their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the Israelites did not 

attack them, because the leaders of the assembly had sworn an oath to them by the LORD, 

the God of Israel. 

The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, 19 but all the leaders answered, “We 

have given them our oath by the LORD, the God of Israel, and we cannot touch them 

now. 20 This is what we will do to them: We will let them live, so that God’s wrath will not 

fall on us for breaking the oath we swore to them.” 21 They continued, “Let them live, but 

let them be woodcutters and water carriers in the service of the whole assembly.” So the 

leaders’ promise to them was kept. 

22 Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, “Why did you deceive us by saying, 

‘We live a long way from you,’ while actually you live near us? 23 You are now under a 

curse: You will never be released from service as woodcutters and water carriers for the 

house of my God.” 

24 They answered Joshua, “Your servants were clearly told how the LORD your God had 

commanded his servant Moses to give you the whole land and to wipe out all its 

inhabitants from before you. So we feared for our lives because of you, and that is why we 

did this. 25 We are now in your hands. Do to us whatever seems good and right to you.” 

26 So Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and they did not kill them. 27 That day he 

made the Gibeonites woodcutters and water carriers for the assembly, to provide for the 

needs of the altar of the LORD at the place the LORD would choose. And that is what they 

are to this day. 

Have you heard that old expression – “If You– If You Can’t Beat ‘em, Join ‘em? That’s the 

approach the Gibeonites were taking. They were saving their skins by lying and 

deceiving the Israelites.  

It worked. When the Israelites found out they had been lied to and hoodwinked, they 

were furious. And…there was nothing they could do, because they were bound by their 

solemn oath.  



On the surface level, this appears to be no big deal. What difference should this make to 

us? The Gibeonites confess to lying to preserve their lives and they swear to become 

permanent indentured servants to God’s people. Unfortunately, later on, the Gibeonites 

become a major problem in the spiritual life of God’s people. When we don’t deal 

decisively with sin, when we compromise our standards by rationalizing, we get 

ourselves into long term trouble.  

The key verse in this chapter is found in verse 14 - The Israelites sampled their provisions 

but did not inquire of the LORD. Instead of using spiritual discernment, and consulting 

God on the issue, they trusted their own judgment and foolishly entered into an 

agreement that would cause them long term grief.  

In our decision making, how often do we just make snap decisions based only on what 

perceive, instead of seeking God’s wisdom on the matter? From my own personal 

experience, I can tell you that it’s a lot easier to get into trouble than to get out of it. 

And sadly for many of us, we get ourselves into trouble because we do not make the 

time to consult with God in our decision making.  

If there is anything we can learn from this part of the story of Joshua, it is that we need 

to constantly be on the alert, especially during our decision making. If we do not include 

God in our decision making process, then how can we expect His protection and 

provision in the future? 

How then, do we “inquire of the Lord”? When faced with a decision, lay out all the facts 

before God. Ask for wisdom. Listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit.  

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 

When our relationship with God is in a healthy place, when we trust that God has our 

best interest at heart, when we find our delight in our friendship, when we trust Him 

enough to obey Him, then we can be confident in God’s guidance in our decision 

making. Just as any loving parent delights in their children, God delights in us when we 

trust Him and consult with Him.  

Let’s learn from the mistakes of God’s people in this story. It’s been said that “Experience 

is the best teacher but if we can learn from the mistakes of others, the tuition is a lot 

less”. If we can learn from the mistakes made in this story, we will avoid a lot of pain in 

the future.  

Question: How will this influence my decision making in the future?  


