
Joshua 6 – The Walls Came Tumblin’ Down 

When I was in my early twenties, I spent two months working with a short 

term mission in Austria. Then after that, I travelled around Europe with my 

backpack, riding trains and hitchhiking my way from place to place. 

One destination I was especially interested in seeing was Berlin. It was the 

early 1980’s and the Iron Curtain was still very much a reality. West Berlin 

was an island of democracy in the Communist ruled East Germany. It was 

surrounded by an eighty-seven mile long wall. The only way into West 

Berlin was by train or car, so I stuck out my thumb and got a ride into the 

city. Once I was there, I had to figure out how to get into East Berlin, the 

part that was under Communist control. After spending a day there, I came 

home convinced that the Berlin Wall would never come down in my 

lifetime. In fact, in my first year as a pastor (1987), I proclaimed the very 

same thing in one of my first sermons – “The Berlin Wall will never come 

down in my lifetime”. Why? It just seemed so forbidding and intimidating. I 

could not imagine things any differently. 

Do you know what happened? Two years later, after my bold public 

prediction, the Berlin Wall fell, in 1989. And the world was never the same.  

What kind of walls or barriers have you encountered in your life that you 

though would never come down? 

Have they been interpersonal, financial, spiritual, physical barriers? What 

happened? 

In the following story, we will see how God gave His people victory over an 

intimidating wall. We pick up the story in Joshua 6.  

Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. 

No one went out and no one came in. 

2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your 

hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city 

once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven priests 

carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, 



march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 

trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have 

the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and 

the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 

6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in 

front of it.” 7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, 

with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.” 

8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the 

seven trumpets before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and 

the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. 9 The armed guard marched 

ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed 

the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. 10 But Joshua had 

commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do 

not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had 

the ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army 

returned to camp and spent the night there. 

12 Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of 

the LORD. 13 The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, 

marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. The armed 

men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, 

while the trumpets kept sounding. 14 So on the second day they marched 

around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 

15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the 

city seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled 

the city seven times. 16 The seventh time around, when the priests 

sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For 

the LORD has given you the city! 17 The city and all that is in it are to be 

devoted[a] to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her 
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in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 18 But 

keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your 

own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp 

of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver and 

gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must 

go into his treasury.” 

20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the 

trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone 

charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They devoted the city to 

the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and 

women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 

22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the 

prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in 

accordance with your oath to her.” 23 So the young men who had done the 

spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her 

brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out her 

entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 

24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the 

silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of 

the LORD’s house. 25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her 

family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had 

sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 

26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before 

the LORD is the one who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: 

“At the cost of his firstborn son 

    he will lay its foundations; 

at the cost of his youngest 

    he will set up its gates.” 



27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the 

land. 

What walls do you want to see come down? It might be a difficult or 
broken relationship with a family member or friend. It might be your battle 
against a sin or habit that keeps dragging you down. You might even have 
built your own walls against God or other people.  

Can you imagine what it must have felt like as one of the Israelite warriors 
all prepared for battle? Spending every day silently marching around those 
intimidating walls, and then going back to camp. What was it like to wait 
and wait and wait for God to intervene? Seven days probably would have 
felt like seven years as they walked and waited.  

If you’ve walked with Jesus for long, you’ve likely felt what some of them 
were feeling: a hope in God’s promises mixed with rising impatience about 
His timing; an awareness of God’s bigness and wisdom, but a lingering 
suspicion that you know better than He does; a genuine faith that He 
would come through in the end, but with persistent questions about how 
He would do it. 

What was the secret to their success? 

· Faith: Joshua and Israel believed the battle plan. 
· Obedience: Joshua and Israel followed the battle plan exactly. 
· Courage: Israel followed the battle plan in spite of the danger. 
· Endurance: Israel followed the battle plan over a period of time, even 
when it seemed that nothing was happening. 
· Israel did not rely on their own ideas or plans. They put their confidence 
in God, and not in human ingenuity. 
 
So, let me ask you again, what kind of walls are you currently encountering 
in your life? Are they spiritual, emotional, physical, financial? Are there 
walls that you are putting up between you and God, or you and another 
person? What will it take for those walls to come tumbling down? 
 



Let me encourage us all with news of what God is doing in a most unlikely 
part of the world. Something religiously astonishing is taking place in Iran, 
where a strict Islamist government has ruled since 1979: Christianity is 
flourishing. The implications are potentially profound. 

The Christian Broadcast Network found, also in 2018, that "Christianity is 
growing faster in the Islamic Republic of Iran than in any other 
country." Shay Khatiri of Johns Hopkins University wrote last year about 
Iran that "Islam is the fastest shrinking religion there, while Christianity is 
growing the fastest." 
This trend results from the extreme form of Shi'ite Islam imposed by the 
theocratic regime. An Iranian church leader explained in 2019: "What if I 
told you the mosques are empty inside Iran? What if I told you no one 
follows Islam inside of Iran? ...What if I told you the best evangelist for 
Jesus was the Ayatollah Khomeini[, the founder of the Islamic Republic]?" 
An evangelical pastor, formerly an Iranian Muslim, concurred as far back as 
2008: "We find ourselves facing what is more than a conversion to the 
Christian faith. It's a mass exodus from Islam." 
 
As I did my research, I looked at secular sources as well. Newsweek, 
National Public Radio and The Economist all confirmed these reports. 
Christianity is growing faster in Iran than in any other country in the world.  
There is intense government opposition. Christians are imprisoned and 
beaten for following Jesus. And yet the church grows.  
Most churches are made up of four to five members, with either hushed 
singing or none at all. The lay leadership consists mainly of women. God is 
doing a new thing in Iran! 
 
Here is another huge wall that I thought would never come down in my 
lifetime! What an exciting time to be alive! 
 
Now, if God can do these things on the Macro level (on a large scale), 
what can He do on the Micro level (in our lives)? 
 
What walls are you willing to trust Him with? Are they walls put up 
against you, or are they walls that you have put up yourself? 
 
Here is God’s invitation to us today: 
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What are the walls in your life that need to come down? 
Are you willing to walk in faith with Me and to trust that I am able to 
knock them down in My timing? Will you allow me to work on your 
behalf?  
 
God bless you as you walk with Him this week… 


