
August 8, 2021 - Joshua 5 

We are continuing our journey through the book of Joshua. God has 

provided with a new leader (Joshua) to guide them into the land that has 

been promised them. The people have been miraculously led through a 

flooding Jordan river and have built a memorial marker nearby to remind 

following generations of how God has provided for them. 

Now…what’s next? I can imagine all the young men of military age are now 

spoiling for a fight. “Let’s go Joshua! Let’s go claim this land of promise! 

Let’s get ‘er done!” 

Just imagine how they might have felt when they got their next 

instructions from their leader Joshua, who by the way, had received these 

instructions directly from God. 

OK guys, we are going to battle soon, but there’s a couple of things we 

need to do first. 

1. All the men of military age are going to be circumcised 

2. Then we celebrate the Passover together 

Wow! Really? Is this the way to prepare for war? What is God up to? 

Let’s read the story… 

Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite 

kings along the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before 

the Israelites until they had crossed over, their hearts melted in fear and 

they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites. 

Circumcision and Passover at Gilgal 



2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and 

circumcise the Israelites again.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and 

circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth.  

4 Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men 

of military age—died in the wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. 5 All 

the people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in 

the wilderness during the journey from Egypt had not. 6 The Israelites had 

moved about in the wilderness forty years until all the men who were of 

military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed 

the LORD. For the LORD had sworn to them that they would not see the land 

he had solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with 

milk and honey. 7 So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were 

the ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they 

had not been circumcised on the way. 8 And after the whole nation had 

been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were 

healed. 

9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of 

Egypt from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. 

10 On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at 

Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the 

Passover. 11 The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of 

the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. 12 The 

manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was 

no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce 

of Canaan. 

If you remember, God delivered this unlikely mob out of slavery so he 

could make a covenant with them. They would be His people, and He 

would be their God. One of the outward signs of this covenant was 

circumcision. It is a very intimate way of saying “I belong to God”.  



The previous generation of military aged men had been circumcised, and 

they had all died off. Why? The Isrealites had had a previous opportunity 

to enter the land of promise but they had totally blown it. Moses had sent 

in 12 spies (including Joshua and Caleb). When the spies returned with 

their report, Joshua and Caleb told the people, “Let’s go. God is with us. It 

is a land full of promise and future prosperity!” The other ten spies could 

only talk about how intimidated they were by the opposition. “We felt like 

grasshoppers when we saw how big the enemy was”. So, the weak kneed 

cowards won that vote, and God said that none of that generation would 

be able to enter the land of promise. 

Now it’s 40 years of wandering later, and God is ready to renew his 

covenant with a new generation. So, every man of military age “goes 

under the knife”.  

Here’s a small and important detail: 

While everyone is recovering from their “day surgery”, they would be 

relatively defenceless. They would be an easy target for the local 

population. However, we read in v. 1 that, Israel’s enemies were totally 

intimidated by the miracle of crossing the Jordan during flood season. Even 

though, God’s people were totally vulnerable, God was still protecting 

them. 

It’s important for us to remember that when we feel vulnerable and 

exposed when we take a risk of faith for God. He is our protector. He is our 

ultimate security system.  

In this story, God continues to teach us that we need to depend on Him. 

What is the significance of circumcision for us today? Circumcision was a 

tangible outward sign of an inward reality. It testified to the covenant 

between God and human. This was a strategic time in Israel’s history… the 

covenant needed to be renewed with a new generation. Do you remember 



a few weeks ago when I said, “God does not have any grandchildren”? 

Each generation must find their own relationship with God. Therefore, the 

crowd that Joshua was leading needed their own direct relationship with 

Creator.  

Now, how does this apply to us? Does God still require circumcision? 

No, because we are in a NEW covenant with Him, through Jesus. When we 

make Jesus our Lord, and commit to follow Him, we are adopted into God’s 

family. God used circumcision as a way to teach His people what covenant 

love looks like.  

God has always wanted more from His people than just external conformity 

to a set of rules. He has always wanted them to possess a heart to love, 

know, and follow Him. That’s why God is not concerned with a circumcision 

of the flesh. Even in the Old Testament, God’s priority was a spiritual 

circumcision of the heart: “And the LORD your God will circumcise your 

heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live” 

(Deuteronomy 30:6). Both the Old and New Testaments focus on the need 

for repentance and inward change in order to be right with God. 

After everyone recovers from being circumcised, God’s people celebrate the 

Passover together. They do this to remind themselves of how they were 

miraculously released from slavery in Egypt. So much of a healthy 

relationship with God requires a conscious practice of remembering what 

God has done in our lives – protection and provision.  

Another interesting detail in this story is that right after the Passover, the 

daily provision of manna runs out. The Israelites have begun to eat food 

from their new home and God’s provision is now materializing in a different 

way.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2030.6


If we are going to learn anything about following God during this transition 

time together, it’s that God is in charge. We need to be careful not to come 

in with our agenda, thinking we know better and that we have all the 

answers. That is presumption, and it’s just plain foolish.  

Just like the Israelites in this story, when we trust and obey God, He will 

make a way for us. He will protect us and provide for us as we centre our 

lives on Him.  


