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Joshua 3 – Crossing The Jordan 

Hello friends, let’s do a quick rewind our time in the book of Joshua so far. 

Chapter 1- Moses the leader of the Hebrews is dead, and Joshua is next in 

line for the job of leading the nation of Israel into the new territory they 

have been promised. God promises, ”I will never leave you or forsake you” 

to Joshua as he leads the people through their time of change. 

Chapter 2 – Joshua sends two spies to check out the major city of Jericho. 

They meet an unlikely ally in Rahab, who protects them and joins their 

side. God is always going ahead of us and inviting unlikely people to join us 

into His family as we journey through transition.  

Chapter 3 finds the nation of Israel ready to begin the transition into the 

land of promise. Let’s read the story together… 

Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and 
went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three 
days the officers went throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people: 
“When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the 
Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and 
follow it. 4 Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been 
this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits (1000 
yards/metres) between you and the ark; do not go near it.” 

5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow 
the LORD will do amazing things among you.” 

6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on 
ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them. 

7 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes 
of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with 
Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you 
reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 



9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of 
the LORD your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is 
among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan 
ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, 
one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of 
the LORD—the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters 
flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” 

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying 
the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood 
stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark 
reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water 
from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance 
away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water 
flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was 
completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The 
priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stopped in the 
middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by 
until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

God has NO grandchildren. God has millions and billions of children, but No 

grandchildren. We are always invited into a direct relationship with Creator 

that is not dependent on whether our parents follow God or not.  

These people under Joshua’s leadership need a direct experience with God. 

They have grown up with stories of how their parents and grandparents 

were delivered from slavery, and how God opened up the Red Sea to 

deliver them from Pharoah’s pursuing army. These stories would have been 

recited around the campfires on a regular basis and passed on from 

generation to generation. Miriam, Moses’ sister, even wrote a song about it 

in Exodus 15.  

There is no room for a secondhand faith in God’s family. My family and I 

love finding deals in second hand stores. We love browsing in and donating 

to thrift stores,  but I do not want a secondhand faith.  



We may want to pass on our faith to subsequent generations, but they 

need to discover their own relationship with God. Otherwise, you end up 

with “traditionalism” (the dead faith of the living) vs. “tradition” (the living 

faith of the dead).  

Do we understand the difference of “knowing ABOUT God” vs. “knowing 

God”? We have a good friend who recently shared with us that they are 

just swimming on the surface with God. They have been a faithful follower 

of Jesus all their lives, sharing their faith, working in a local church for 18 

years. And yet, they have just come to the realization that they really don’t 

have a deep knowledge of God. 

HOW WOULD WE ANSWER THIS QUESTION? DO WE REALLY KNOW GOD, 

OR DO WE JUST KNOW ABOUT GOD?  

So, they cross the Jordan (at flood season, no less). In Manitoba, we know 

all about floods firsthand. What an inconvenient time to plan a river 

crossing! And yet, it was God’s timing…It only magnifies the nature of the 

miracle, and of God’s intervention. Do you trust God for something so big 

only God can provide? 

What does it mean to consecrate ourselves? And how do we do that? 

It has to do with attitude. That is something we can control… It’s not about 

our religious performance to try and earn God’s approval. It’s about setting 

aside our agendas to control our own lives, and to trust that God will lead 

us forward in life.  

To consecrate means to surrender.  

Lord, here are the keys. You drive the car” I will trust you, no matter 

what… 

WHO IS IN CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE? WHO CALLS THE SHOTS? 

When we trust in God, that opens up areas of freedom for God to work in 

our lives. 

The priests go first with the Ark of the Covenant, which represented the 

presence of God. That’s how they fought their battles, the Ark led them 



into battle, and reminded everyone that it was Jehovah who was giving the 

victory. 

God tells the priests: “Go in and stand IN the river”. Then the flooding will 

stop… How would you have felt if you were one of these priests? You have 

the sacred responsibility of carrying the Ark of God’s Presence before the 

whole nation. You are walking closer and closer to a river raging at full 

flood, and yet you are commanded to take the first step… 

How would you feel about that? God is choosing to respond to their one 

step of faith… 

Now, compare this to the last time God parted the waters. They had to 

wait for Moses to raise his staff to stop the waters. There was a different 

command this time. A new generation needed to have their own firsthand 

experience with God, not their parents or grandparents. Sure, we can tell 

the old stories of faith and God’s miracles, and they are encouraging to 

remember. BUT could we PLEASE see God move in our generation? 

Story: When our son Caleb was about three years old, he was the proud 

owner of a green plastic tractor that he would ride everywhere in our 

neighbourhood. One day, he and I ventured to our local grocery store. 

When it came time to enter in, he stopped in front of the door and the 

automatic door. It took me quite a while to coax him to move forward onto 

the black mat in order to make the door open. Once he did, what do you 

think happened? Wow, it was amazing! The door opened! You should have 

seen the look on his face. As a young dad, it was a marvelous example of 

what it looks like to take a step of faith.  

SO, WHAT IS THE NEXT STEP FOR YOU/US? Ask God to show you.  

What are one or two things I am invited to step into? INVITE FEEDBACK 

What if I dared to believe this is true? 

Where do I see myself in this story? 

What is God’s invitation? 

Close in Prayer, asking God to show us what the next step is for us and 

to give us the courage to take that step.  



I would really appreciate your feedback on this message and am especially 

interested in hearing what step God is inviting us to take as a church 

family. Thank you.  


