
July 11th Message 

Further Adventures with Joshua 

Last week we looked at the beginning of the entrance of the Hebrew 
nation . These people were in serious transition (just like we are). They 
had left slavery in Egypt and had wandered around the wilderness for 
decades as they developed a first hand experience of life with God. 

And now, their wandering is about to come to an end. They are poised to 
move onto new things. But before they can do that, Joshua makes a wise 
decision.  

As we read through this story from Joshua chapter 2, I invite you to follow 
along with your Bible and we make some observations on the way.  

2 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look 
over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the 
house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 

Instead of blindly plunging ahead into the unknown, Joshua sends two 
spies into enemy territory to do some research. By doing this, he repeats 
the shrewd actions of Moses. Perhaps Joshua was reflecting on his own 
experience as an intelligence officer, one of the twelve spies sent out by 
Moses on a previous scouting mission. 

Why the espionage mission? Why not just enter into the land, and “get ‘er 
done”. Joshua is modelling discernment for us. All too often we are guilty 
of just blazing ahead on our own energy and limited wisdom. That is 
impulsive and foolish, and usually results is failure.  

The city of Jericho is the main point of interest for Joshua. It was heavily 
fortified and the centre of power and influence in the area. The two spies 
shrewdly went to the one place where strange men would often come and 
go discreetly – the home of a local prostitute Rahab.  

By doing this, the Bible is in no way condoning prostitution. It is exploitive 
and evil. In those days, if a family owed debts they could not hope to 
repay, it was often common practice to sell one of their children into 



slavery. In the case of young women, it was often sexual slavery. 
Nevertheless, God uses this important in our story to remind us that He 
delights in using unlikely people to accomplish His purposes.  

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come 
here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this 
message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your 
house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.” 

Word quickly gets out to the king that Rahab has mysterious visitors. He 
demands that she turn them over to the authorities. Instead she lies and 
creates a cover story for them, and hides them in her own home.  

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, 
the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At 
dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which 
way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But 
she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of 
flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the 
spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the 
pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and 
said to them, “I know that the LORD has given you this land and that a 
great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the LORD dried 
up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the 
Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our 
hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for 
the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

The Holy Spirit has clearly been working in Rahab’s life. She makes an 
amazing confession of faith – “The Lord your God is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below”. I have rarely heard any Canadian Christian make 
such a bold declaration. In addition, Rahab backed up her words with her 
actions by deliberately defying the king’s authority and saving the lives of 
the two Hebrew spies. This is truly faith in action.  



Here is the second lesson for us in this story. As we move forward, 
listening and discerning where God is leading us, we can be sure that God 
is preparing the hearts of unlikely people to help us and to join us in our 
journey. God delights in doing this very thing, because His grace is 
definitely limited to “respectable” people. Rahab is an amazing example of 
courage and faith, and is mentioned a few times in the New Testament as 
a positive example for us to learn from. She is even mentioned as one of 
the ancestors of Jesus in Matthew 1.  

12 “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show 
kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a 
sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my 
brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us 
from death.” 

14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we 
are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us 
the land.” 

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she 
lived in was part of the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hills so the 
pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they 
return, and then go on your way.” 

17 Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be 
binding on us 18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet 
cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you have 
brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your 
house. 19 If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood 
will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who 
are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid 
on them. 20 But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the 
oath you made us swear.” 

21 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” 

So she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in 
the window. 



22 When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three 
days, until the pursuers had searched all along the road and returned 
without finding them. 23 Then the two men started back. They went down 
out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told 
him everything that had happened to them. 24 They said to Joshua, 
“The LORD has surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people 
are melting in fear because of us.” 

After the spies escape and hide out from the enemy security forces, they 
return and report to Joshua. “God is surely with us!” they exclaim. 

Our third lesson is this: We can be sure of God’s presence with us on the 
journey forward as long as we stay in step with Him. As we move forward 
in discernment, we can be confident that we will encounter unlikely people 
whose hearts have been prepared by Holy Spirit in advance.  

Some of us want to return to the “good old days” of pre-COVID. That’s not 
likely. Things will be different, and God will be going with us. Regardless of 
our circumstances, we can be confident that He will give us what we need 
to accomplish what we have been called to do in His name. I CAN’T WAIT! 


