
Friends Community Church 

June 06, 2021 

Transition 

  

Call-to-Worship 

  

Proverbs 3: 5-6 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 

him, and he will make your paths straight.” 

  

Psalm 32:8 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”  

  

 Community Time 

  

         Marie + Peter Reimer – anticipating surgery 

         Stanley – Dale’s brother 

         Anna – pain management 

         Folks in ICU sent out of Province 

         End of school year for students and teachers 

         Thank-you God for the rain 

         Walter Wiebe and family- death of Alvin 

         Ed Wieler family – death of mother – private family burial 

Friday at 2pm 

  

 From the Leadership Board 

June 20, 2021 

 

After prayerful consideration, the Leadership Board has engaged Rick Hill as the Transitional Pastor for 

Friends Community Church.  He will begin his role July 2021. 

  

Rick will be in this role for 18 months.  This will give the church stability as we emerge from COVID 

protocols.  It will give us time to determine what God wants for a long-term pastor.  It will give time to 

involve the church body in the discussions. 

  

We are introducing Rick to you via video and print for our June 20 Service.  Please join us in welcoming 

Rick as our Transitional Pastor.  As a Leadership Board we covet your prayers for Rick and for 

Leadership as we continue the process of Transition. 

  

Doug Wilton 

  

Chair 

 Leadership Board 

 Friends Community Church  



Teaching 

  

Welcome Rick!  I hope your time here is as rich and rewarding and has been the case for Joy and 

I.  Be assured of our prayers even from the distance of Northern British Columbia! 

Transition means change.  We move from one thing to another.  If we are alive, we are 

constantly doing that.  It might seem life is mundane and a pattern of the same thing over and 

over again, but in truth, we are constantly changing.  Our physical bodies change as we grow 

from childhood to being and adult, and change again as we age.  Our memories become more 

numerous as we get older, and each memory impacts on what we do next.  It might seem like 

little change at the time, but when we look back and see the accumulation of little things, we can 

see how much change is a part of our lives. 

Experience is about change.  Each new experience changes us a little.  Even when we spend our 

whole lives in one location, it is never exactly the same as yesterday.  How many family farms 

are there today compared to 25 years ago?  Are the seeds we plant today different from 10 years 

ago?  What about the machinery we use?  

Coffee makers have changed considerably, as have tractors and combines.  The Church has 

changed too.  Church Conferences no longer carry the authority they once did.  Many have 

walked away from Sunday morning.  What is going to happen next?  The knowledge there is 

nothing new under the sun while nothing seems the same is a mulch that causes us to be 

unsettled. The fear of the unknown is real and tangible. 

As folks who follow Jesus and who are guided and supported by the Holy Spirit, we are 

human.  We too are often apprehensive about change.  It is why the bible has verses like in our 

Call-to-Worship.  Consider the first one:    

Proverbs 3: 5-6 - “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” 

These verses are all about times of uncertainty and transition.  God knows we are human and 

what we do when we are uncertain.  He knows all about anxiety and fear.  So does the author of 

these verses.  Proverbs is a collection of wisdom sayings that have stood the test of 

time.  Wisdom tells us always to begin in one place – trust the Lord with all your heart. 

There is no halfway.  Its all in.  Don’t begin with our human understanding.  I heard and 

interview with a golfer who was asked how he managed a particular shot.  He said it was a 

matter of being committed to the shot.  Halfway measures would not work.  We are called to be 

like that with our decisions.  Trust in God with all we have and submit to God’s wisdom.  When 

we do that, the path will be clear enough.  

This wisdom is a time-tested truth.  It is in the bible because it makes sense.  It works.  The other 

day I was saying to someone I know God’s timing is perfect but he cut it a bit close with finding 

a Transitional Pastor for Friends Community Church.  Think of that statement, made in fun but 

with the truth of who I am as a person of faith.  God had it under control, but I worried.  I was 

thinking along the lines of my own understanding and not God’s.  



In that sense these verses are not so much an admonishing of my inadequate faith. They are 

simply an acknowledgement that I fit these verses because my understanding is where I go all to 

often.  The verse is there because I am normal, called to be different by God – to trust in his 

wisdom.  

When we take to heart these verses from Proverbs, we can apply the second part of our Call-to-

Worship:  Psalm 32:8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 

you with my loving eye on you.”  When we trust in God, he teaches us the way that is best for us, 

and God does that with love.  We do serve and extraordinary God who understands who we are 

and takes us further than we could ever imagine, when we trust him. 

Friends is in a time of change. Joy and I are heading for Prince Rupert at the end of June.  Our 

season is changing, and so is the season for Friends Community Church.  It has seemed right and 

good to our Leadership Board to have an intentional time of transition.  For a period of time, we 

will have a Transitional Pastor.  His role will be to provide some stability during transition and to 

give space for the church to have the time to think through longer-term goals. 

I lend my whole-hearted support to the Leadership Board in this.  I do so because they have 

approached things as instructed in Proverbs and the Psalms.  They have sought the wisdom of 

God and asked the Holy Spirit to guide and direct.  They have not depended on their own 

wisdom, but the wisdom of God. 

In our video recording for this Sunday, we will be introducing Rick Hill as the Transitional 

Pastor for Friends Community Church.  I know of his work as a Transitional Pastor from another 

church.  He brings experience and background to the role.  More important, he is Spirit led and 

Spirit filled.  The way forward for Friends is through the Spirit, and Rick begins with that 

understanding.  

Just as important, Rick is also human.  He is regular folks, down-to-earth with life experience. 

He will need our support.  I offer Rick my full support.  I would ask you give him the same 

welcome you gave to Joy and myself.  I would ask you to drop in at the office and visit.  Ask 

Rick to visit you.  Get to him and let him get to know you.  Joy and I have been so grateful for 

how you have done that with us, and we would be just as grateful if you would extend the same 

hospitality to Rick.  I would ask you to pray for him and his family.  

Transition is not always easy, but without it we get complacent.  There is something fresh and 

invigorating about change and challenge.  It’s a time to think things through and remember the 

vision and dream of new ideas and approaches.  

So let the Spirit guide and have a good time with transition.  Give Rick the blessing of your 

friendship as he does the same with you.  And may God bless each of you and all of you together 

as the community of faith called Friends Community Church.  

The Lord be with you.  

Terry Sawatsky 
Pastor, Friends Community Church 
Carman, MB 
 


