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Friends Community Church 

May 30, 2021 

When Ordinary is No Longer Ordinary 

  

Call-to-Worship 

 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart I will pray. 

Every time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart I will pray. 

  

This chorus dates back to the days of slavery in the USA.  People created in the image of God, treated as 

less than equal, as commodities to get work done, turned to the Spirit for hope.  They give us our call-to-

worship today.  Let’s listen for the Spirit and let’s feel the presence of the Spirit.  When we do, let our 

response be to pray.  We thank God for who God is.  And we continue to listen and feel the 

Spirit.  Every time we feel the Spirit, let’s pray.   

Welcome to worship at Friends Community Church 

Teaching 

1.   Kelowna 

  

The breaking news of 215 bodies of children discovered at a former Residential School has been 

devastating.  It takes little imagination to consider what our personal feelings would be if one of those 

children had been ours or part of our extended family.  The deaths were undocumented. 

        Talking to a cabdriver in Kigali, Rwanda a few years after the genocide, I remarked things seemed 

so organized and clean after the devastation of war only a few short years before.  He was quiet for a bit, 

and then said it might look that way, but the bodies were buried 6 centimeters deep, not 2 meters.  

        The discovery in Kelowna is like that.  The wounds of Residential School are very near the surface 

for many.  They should be for all of us.  The attempt to eradicate 1
st
 Nation cultures was cultural 

genocide.  215 bodies tell us only part of the price paid.   

        As a Social Worker in the Arctic, I inherited the impact of Residential Schools. As a Social Worker 

I was in many ways an extension of Residential Schools.  I recall a mother scolding a child in Inuktitut 

and the child immediately stopped crying.  Later I was told the mom said if the child continued the white 
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man would take them away, like they had done for her and her family when she was small.  The wounds 

were very near the surface.      

It is important today that I do not point fingers away from myself.  I have privilege as someone 

who has been involved in the child welfare system in communities where I was foreign, yet carried 

immense power.  I have made decisions about good and bad parenting, legal and illegal parenting.  I was 

the one who could take a child away, based on my own judgement.   

I don’t presume to have the answers.  I simply reflect on my connection to Kelowna, and say 

God have mercy.  The Spirit of God comfort and heal the wounds reopened across Canada where this 

story is heard.   It is not just in Rwanda where genocide has happened.   

  

2.   The Spirit of God  

  

Our recording this week is a bit different.  There is only Ken at the camera, and myself on this 

end.  The Manitoba government has called for stricter protocols this week to help get a handle on 

COVID numbers.  Many doctors are calling for even stricter measures.  From 1
st
 hand reports at 

hospitals, we know medical staff are being asked to do considerably more than they should.  Manitoba 

patients are being sent to other provinces because our capacity has been exceeded.   

        As a church we are called to do our part.  Over the past year we have done that.  A year ago, our 

Leadership Board decided we would follow government protocols.  This decision was reached through 

prayer.  It was Spirit-led.  We are being led by the Holy Spirit to honour our government leaders at a 

time when they are having to make difficult decisions.  Independent of whether we agree or disagree 

with those decisions, we honour them and pray for them. 

        We are also being led by the words of Jesus to care for our neighbours.  We do so by putting their 

needs and wishes before our own.  We distance and wear masks out of love for them.  We get vaccinated 

out of love for them.  For those of us who call ourselves followers of Jesus Christ and are led by the 

Spirit of God, we are called to collectively put our neighbours first so the face of Jesus can shine.   

        So, this week we are going the second mile and keeping the in-person numbers for our worship 

minimal.  But make no mistake.  Our church attendance is not dependent on in-person attendance.  I 

wish I could shout that from the rooftops.  We are connected in the Spirit and we can and do worship 

together in Spirit.  We just need to listen for the Spirit; to turn our hearts to hear.  And when we do that, 

like the original singers of the chorus that is our call into worship today, we pray.   
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        Something marvelous happens when we do that.  We are connected by something very earthly and 

heavenly at the same time.  Revelation 21:3, with roots in Leviticus 26:11 says: “Look! God’s dwelling 

place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God.”  From the early days of biblical history to John’s vision of the end 

of times is the promise God makes his home among us.  It is as true now as it was when these words 

were recorded.  Heaven and earth come together; the Spirit of God brings both right to where we are.   

        That being the truth, why would we insist on our right to in-person worship in light of what the 

Bible tells us?  As wonderful as it is to be together in-person, when we insist on it as our right, are we 

not missing the very essence of who the Spirit of God is, what the bible tells us?   We are not united in 

worship because of anything we do.  We are united because of what God does.  He makes his home with 

us, and that is what connects us.   

        So as a small church we do our part.  Leadership is Spirit-focused.  We put our neighbour first.  We 

pray for our governments because it is the leading of the Spirit.  We pray for each other because that is 

the counsel of the Spirit.  We are the messengers of the hope in Jesus, because that is the foundation of 

being Spirit-filled.  

        If we think we are unique in the level of theories about what life is for us today we are missing a 

piece of the early church.  The very beginnings of the church were at a time when theories were all 

around.  Jesus had died.  He rose again.  No, his body was stolen.  No, he never really died.  Maybe it 

was someone else on the Cross?  Mary was so tired with grieving she really saw the gardener. It wasn’t 

Jesus at all.  And the disciples?  Of course, they needed to say he was alive.  Maybe they stole the 

body?   

        Their time was very much like ours.  Maybe they didn’t have the internet for social media, but they 

had it all the same.  One person talked to another and then another and word spread quickly.  Nothing 

like good gossip to liven up a day.   

        That little band of Jesus followers – how did they handle it?  What did they do?  First thing is they 

didn’t seem to get into the debates.  They did not join in the gossip. They prayed.  We have spoken of 

this the past few weeks.  They prayed together until them were empowered by the Spirit. 

        The world they then went into was a troubled one.  For the most part, people wanted to get on with 

their lives and forget Jesus had been around.  Good gossip for awhile, but there were other things to 

do.  Sure, Pentecost Sunday had been spectacular, but it was done now.  The excitement was over and 

life was back to normal.  In the markets, the stacks of olives and oil and barley and carrots and 
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cucumbers were smaller.  Bakers reduced their daily volume.  Pastries were no longer in as much 

demand.  It was back to normal times, until the next festival and the next exciting event to gossip about 

and mull over. 

        Synagogue leaders were breathing a sigh of relief.  Jesus was gone and Pentecost was over – maybe 

it would go away with the visitors.  After all, Jesus followers left in Israel were few in number.  Like 

other prophets and other times, it would diminish to a memory and life could go back to waiting for the 

Messiah.   

        What they did not understand was normal was different now.  It did not take a big number of Jesus 

followers.  It only took each one committed to Jesus, each one passionate about the Good News.  That’s 

what the book of Acts is all about.  A small band of Jesus followers whose ordinary lives continued, but 

with a difference.  They were equipped with the Gospel and with the Holy Spirit.  They had no intention 

of letting this go the way of most good stories and gossip. 

        How did they maintain their commitment and energy?  Did it sort of fade away for them?  The 

history of revivals would suggest that is the case.  Humanly speaking, we do not have the physical, 

emotional or spiritual capacity to stay at a high level for very long.  We use up our resources rather 

quickly and the default of everyday life kicks in.   

        And that is the key.  Humanly speaking it cannot be done.  But, with the help of the Holy Spirit its 

different.  And that is what they did.  They developed habits of listening for and to the Spirit.  They 

developed a lifestyle of active listening to the Spirit.   

        As an example of what that might look like today.  This week Ben was mowing the lawn and 

parked the mower because he saw a tire was low on air.  When he stopped, he saw some flames in the 

engine which eventually burnt the mower to a crisp.  Ben is fine apart from being a little shaken-up. 

        Ben was fortunate right?  He stopped at the right time and was not hurt. Not for the early 

church.  They would see the Spirit of God in the tire being low so Ben stopped right then and was 

ok.  How do we see it?  As followers of Jesus, do we see it like the early church? Because if we do, Ben 

was saved by a miracle.  The Holy Spirit was at work. 

        The habit of listening for and living in-the-Spirit changes how we see life.  The ordinary act of 

mowing a lawn and an accident becomes a testimony.  The fire made it to Facebook very quickly.  And 

if we respond in a Spirit-filled way the Good News of Jesus spreads just as quickly.  That would be 

following the example of the early church. 
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        I want to draw your attention to two more examples from Acts that have direct parallels to living in 

the Spirit today.  At the beginning of Acts 6 the apostles were needing to change their management 

organization to respond to changing needs.  Seems there was an insider/outsider conflict 

emerging.  Widows from Greek-Jew background felt they were not getting as much as widows from 

Jewish backgrounds in Israel.  The apostles decided to create another layer of management to deal with 

this.  To do that, as a whole group which included both sides of the conflict, they sought folks who were 

full of the Spirit and wisdom.  This pleased everyone and seven were chosen.  

        How do we choose leadership in the church?  Like every church we have conflict.  We have 

differences of opinion.  In love and seeking the wisdom of the Spirit we choose leaders.  They do not 

have to be experts in any field.  They simply need to be in-the-Spirit and filled with wisdom.  (Let me 

add a caveat here. If anyone in leadership claims wisdom, they probably should not be there.  Claiming 

wisdom is very different from having it.)  In the practical world of management response to change, the 

church seeks the Spirit and does what the early church did.  “Every time I feel the Spirit, I’m going to 

pray”    

        Let’s go to Acts 8.  Steven had been killed and: “On that day a great persecution broke out against 

the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Saul 

began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put 

them in prison.” 

Once again, the church was confronted with a management problem.  Most of the church 

members in Jerusalem were forced to flee.  Only the apostles stayed in Jerusalem.  The management 

system they had created was not built for this.  So, what did they do?  Beginning in verse 4 of chapter 8 

we read: “Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down to a 

city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he 

performed, they all paid close attention to what he said.” 

Philip was one of those appointed to handle the problem of unfair distribution.  Now he was out 

of a job – he was on the street, homeless.  We read nowhere that he was a qualified preacher.  He was an 

administrator.  Well, Philip did what any Spirit-filled Jesus follower would do.  In his own way, he 

shared the Good News.  He did some signs and wonders as well, but the key is that folks paid attention.   

  

Feet-in-the-Dirt 
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The examples I have given have intentionally been about an aspect of life that is not all that 

interesting.  We like to hear about interesting things.  Management approaches are interesting to some, 

but let's back to the more interesting things.   

The Spirit of God in Spirit-filled folks is about all aspects of life.  Management is mundane.  The 

example of the early church was to seek Spirit filled folks with wisdom to do this work.  When things 

were forced to change, once again Spirit-filled folks like Philip responded. 

We might, once COVID recedes, have a time of plenty.  I think that is very possible.  We will 

want to get out from under protocols and go to Jet games and shopping malls, and restaurants.  It might 

be business booms for a time.  Visiting each other and a meal on Sunday at church and the tables back 

and singing together – all this is likely ahead of us.   

I doubt, although I hope I am wrong – I doubt there is a time of revival ahead of us, not right 

away.  I think folks in North America will go back to trusting in material things and increasing debt 

loads to achieve a lifestyle they are happy with.  It will resemble more the 1920’s than the 30’s for 

students of history.   

How do we respond?  We have two choices:   

(1) Will we let the Spirit of God play a larger role in what we do to the point it is an everyday, 

every moment lifestyle?  That is choice #1.   

(2) Choice #2 is will we not let the Spirit play that role?   

It’s really that simple. My hope for the church, both Friends Community Church and the church 

in the global sense – my hope is we will choose #1.  If we do, things will not be easier.  In fact, they may 

be harder.  We will be led into different ways of doing things.  We will change church structures and 

management systems.  We might even be forced to do so.  

But we will have the peace of knowing we are led by the Spirit into greater wisdom.  We will be 

a radical alternative to all that is going on around us.  We will be known for how we love our 

neighbours.  We will be known for being different in the small things of life.  

I began today by talking about our church’s response to COVID protocols.  We are a small 

church and maybe our actions don’t seem like much in the big scheme of things.  But the Spirit of God 

asks us to be loving in the small things, in our little corner of the world.  It is what we can do.   

Every time we hear the Spirit we will pray.  We can do that.  So, let’s spend more quality time 

listening so we can hear.  Let’s let the Spirit work and set aside other things.  We can do that. 

The Lord be with you.    
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