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Friends Community Church 

May 23, 2021 

Equipped for Today:  The Spirit of God 

  

Call-to-Worship 

  

In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 

On my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

Joel 2:28+29 

Acts 2: 17+18        

 

Teaching 

  

They were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 

from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When 

they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 

language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then 

how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?  

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”  Some, however, made 

fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed the crowd:  

“Let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you 

suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:” 

  

In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
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Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

your young men will see visions, 

your old men will dream dreams. 

On my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

Joel 2:28+29 

Acts 2: 17+18 

        Today is Pentecost Sunday, and on this day, we remember the day when the Spirit of God enabled 

followers of Jesus to speak out, boldly, for the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

        They had been meeting together, in secret, for a while, waiting for the gift Jesus promised.  They 

had not yet the courage or the drive to go out from their small gathering.  But on this day, as we heard in 

Acts 2, they were filled with the Spirit.  We are told of one piece of evidence of the filling of the Spirit – 

they began speaking in tongues they did not know.  It is easy to see the spectacular in this.  The story 

goes on to say thousands came to believe on that day.  It was the springboard into the scattering of the 

apostles to India, Egypt, Greece, Turkey, Italy, Iraq and Iran, Lebanon and from there the Good News 

travelled to the far reaches of the world.  

        On this day, the day we call Pentecost Sunday, it is easy to get caught up in the spectacular nature 

of this outpouring of the Spirit.  It was a special moment.  It had publicity and folks talked about it and 

there was excitement and adrenaline.   

But it’s not what life is usually like, and that is all we think of when we ask for an in-filling of 

the Spirit, I think we miss the point.   I don’t know about you, but my life is mostly filled with the 

ordinary.  There is a time to get up, and a time to sleep.  There is a time to go to work and a time to go 

home.  There is a time for an ice-cream at the local drive in and there is a time for tofu at home.  There 

is a time to visit and a time to be alone.  If that sounds a bit like Ecclesiastics chapter 3 it 

should.  Ecclesiastics is about the ordinary everyday life of things.   

There is a difference though, between Ecclesiastics and Acts chapter 2.  Ecclesiastes sometimes 

feels like there is little hope.  Acts 2 is just the opposite. 

        And that is where the Spirit of God comes in.  In the ordinary everyday way of things, there is hope 

and freshness and purpose.  Yes, in the spectacular there is also hope but the spectacular is for God to 

decide.  My ordinary little life is usually different than that.  Into that life God sends his Spirit. 
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        Yet, I am drawn to the spectacular.  I would like to be able to prophecy like Isaiah or Jeremiah.  I 

would like to speak in tongues in front of people and have someone say that is their language.  I would 

like to lay hands on someone and they are healed.  Those things do happen.  I have witnessed some of 

them. 

        A friend told me of their experience.  For 7 years they prayed for their community.  For 7 years 

they lived their everyday lives and prayed for the Spirit to heal their community.  And after 7 years, in a 

Sunday afternoon service, the Spirit filled them with tongues of fire over their heads. 

But while my friends spoke of that, she spent as much time talking about the 7 years of waiting 

and praying.  She had come to believe the Spirit had been there all along, and their faithful following of 

the Spirit day-by-day was the foundation of the spectacular event of a Sunday afternoon. 

The spectacular of that Sunday afternoon lasted a while, and then, as is the way of things, the 

memory faded little by little and the issues in the community emerged again.  Those who had prayed for 

7 years remembered the faithfulness and discipline of living in the Spirit when it was not spectacular, 

and they continued praying for their community.   

Listening to her, and many others who have been immersed in the Spirit, I have come to the 

conclusion I should be drawn to the ordinary, and let God take care of the rest.  And so, as I get older, I 

am increasingly drawn to the ordinary filling of the Spirit.  And I am often astonished how the Spirit 

works in those ordinary moments. 

 When I think of some of the things Jesus said of the Spirit, it makes sense.   

  

1.   An advocate to help and be with you forever – “I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you forever.”  John 14:16 

2.   A teacher and a reminder of Jesus’ teachings – “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 

in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” John 

14:26 

3.   A giver of gifts at the right time – “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what 

you ought to say.” Luke 12:12. 

  

Jesus promised the Spirit of God, who would be with them, as Jesus had been.  The Spirit would 

teach, like Jesus.  The Spirit would equip them, at the right time for the task at hand.  The Spirit would 

never abandon them.   
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Do you see what I see in these verses?  They are all personal.  They speak to the inner 

person.  They speak to who we are.  The Spirit will be there at all times.  The Spirit is gentle and cares 

for us.  We are never underequipped if the Spirit is present.  We can trust the Spirit to know us in the 

deepest places of our souls, to comfort us there and teach us – in other words, to not leave us there. 

And there is purpose and hope.  In the ordinary everyday lives we lead, we do not need to be 

spectacular nor extraordinary.  After all, each of us is uniquely and wonderfully made in the image of 

God.  So, how do I get that?  How do I receive the Spirit?  Jesus told the disciples to wait for it.  They 

did.  I think it is that simple. It was for my friend.  It has been for others.  

2000 years later we have confused it a little bit.  Some believe the Holy Spirit comes to us when 

we become Christians.  Others believe it is a separate event.  I am not going to give a theological answer 

to that.  All I can tell you is my own experience. 

I became a Christian when I was 7.  I was in Hillsborough, Kansas, and my Aunt Annie sensed I 

needed to talk about it.  I was an angry and sad 7-year-old whose dad had died suddenly.  I wanted to be 

in Africa, not the United States.  Aunt Annie was someone I could talk to and she spoke of trusting 

Jesus.  There was something about her which I later recognized as the Holy Spirit speaking to me 

through Aunt Annie.   

But I did not know about the Holy Spirit then.  The Spirit was there but I didn’t know 

it.  Something was missing.  I have come to believe the Holy Spirit was part of accepting Jesus, but at 

that moment the Spirit was not part of the experience, or at least it was not spoken of.   

It was 10 years later I had the experience of an in-filling of the Spirit.  In the early evening of a 

Congo night near one of the largest rivers in the world with the sound of inzenze (cricket) chirps and the 

swoosh of large fruit bats above I opened myself to the Spirit.  

There was nothing spectacular about it.  It was just so peaceful and pure and simple and 

profound and bubbly and deep all at the same time.  I don’t have the words to really describe it.  It just 

was and I knew there was purpose in the moment and in the moments to follow.  I knew I was loved and 

cared for and would never be hurt by the Spirit.   

Above all else, the knowing I could trust without reservation was the most significant aspect of 

it.  I have a very difficult time trusting even today, but it was a lot for difficult when I was younger.  So, 

when I am asked what the in-filling of the Spirit was like, all I can really say is there is a trust that 

cannot be experienced anywhere else.  
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I have come to believe that a full experience of accepting Jesus should have the Spirit as part of 

it.  In my case, it felt like two experiences that made a whole.  Others have had the experience of them 

happening together.  Whatever your experience is, the completeness of a life of faith requires both.   

As I get older, I have come to regret those times I have demanded of God a spectacular 

movement of the Spirit in my life.  For the most part those demands have been driven by my ego rather 

than the good for others.  I have come to regret any demand I have made on God.   

What I have come to treasure are those times when I simply trust the Spirit to do what Jesus 

promised without putting myself in the middle of things.  When I find the time to just be with God; to let 

go of things, then the Spirit has room to work without the potholes I put in the way. 

Jesus told us there would be a lot of spectacular events before he came again.  Wars and rumours 

of wars and persecution and a long list of other things.  That was the world the apostles lived.  And into 

that world Jesus said go and make disciples.  But before, wait for the gift that will give you joy and hope 

and purpose no matter what is going on around you.  Go into life with peace and hope in the small 

things.   

It’s a bunch of small things coming together that makes something big.  So, wait patiently, 

knowing the Spirit is in you.  Seek that joy and contentment no matter what is happening around you, a 

contentment and joy found in the in-filling of the Spirit.  Let God into all the little things of your 

life.  Let the Spirit counsel, guide, direct, comfort and love you in the little things.   

That has been my experience.  I can only share that with you.  I share no brilliant insights.  I only 

share that the Spirit is there in my everyday ordinary moments.  And that is enough.  The Lord be with 

you.  


