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Friends Community Church 

May 16, 2021 

Equipped for Today 

 

Call-to-Worship 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 

so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

Philippians 1 

 

 

Teaching 

  

        Thank-you.  You folks have given me the gift of being able to focus on church things.  It’s a gift 

given to pastors when churches provide the support, both emotional and financial, so someone can spend 

their time, in my case full-time, on issues concerning church. 

 

        It should be no secret that as I leave Friends Community Church, I am trying to give back some of 

what I have learned through your gift.  Some of that is easy.  Caring, conversation, commitment and 

loving Jesus are comforting and encouraging aspects of what you have given to me and Joy.  Your love 

for Jesus is contagious.  

 

Some, on the other hand, are not so easy to digest.  In the last several months I have spoken of what I see 

as the reality of today.  The fact church structures most of us have known in our lifetimes are crumbling 

is difficult to think about.  There is a sense of security being removed from our lives.  
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        Everything I hear and read and listen to on this subject says the same thing.  Canada and the USA 

are no longer ‘Christian’ countries.  Church buildings might occupy significant real estate at the centre 

of towns and cities, but they are increasingly empty.  Many have become museums or nightclubs or 

empty shells.  Many of those who continue to attend church have migrated to larger churches on the 

outskirts of towns.  And when these churches run into division, they struggle to pay for the large 

infrastructure they have constructed.  

 

        Things are different.  I wish the news were better.  It’s not.  And that is where a follower of Jesus 

should be, right in the middle of real life.  It is precisely why God has us here.  We are intended to be 

here, in this place, for such a time as this.  We have been given a responsibility to bring the message of 

Jesus to the times we live in.  So, let’s recognize the truth of things, and focus on how we carry out the 

mission God has entrusted to us, for such a time as this.  

 

        God has equipped us.  We have been given all we need to do the job.  Two weeks ago, we spoke of 

the Gospel as the central pillar of what we have been given.  We are equipped with the truth of Jesus.  

When we call ourselves followers of Jesus, we are using that tool whether we like it or not.  The simple 

statement of following Jesus means there is no middle ground.  The only question is how we 

communicate the truth of Jesus.  

 

        I love Billy Graham.  I attended one of his rallies in Kinshasa, Congo.  Mr. Graham spoke Jesus 

into the world of his day, of his generation.  But if we simply imitate him, we will be missing something 

vital.  It might be his way, does not speak to the context of today in Canada.  Does that sound 

disrespectful.  I certainly hope not.  But Mr. Graham, like others before him, would tell us to bring the 

Good News to folks in a way they can hear it, in the reality of their world. 

 

        In the early 1970’s Mr. Graham was part of the Rose Bowl Parade in California.  He was 

increasingly unhappy with the decadence of North America, including in the church.  He was looking 

for revival.  When he saw a group of young Jesus followers, who looked very little like what he saw in 

church pews, on the street proclaiming their love for Jesus, he saw hope.  Rather than condemning them 

for being different, he saw a way forward.  Mr. Graham saw the Good News being communicated in a 
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way very different from his rallies, but in a way that spoke to another generation in a way he was not.  

And he had the courage and conviction to tell it like it was.  

 

        I was asked the other day whether post-COVID might see another revival?  I am not sure it will.  It 

certainly will not see the exact same thing as Mr. Graham or the Jesus movement of the 1970’s.  What 

will happen is Jesus' followers will either try to continue what has been, or they will set aside patterns of 

the past and be part of new patterns of following Jesus. 

 

        The Gospel must be applied to each generation differently.  We say the Gospel is alive and well, 

and it is, if we live that out.  If crumbling church structures give space for another generation to share 

the Good News, then let them crumble in the name of Jesus.  It means the Gospel is alive and well and 

adapting to how we change.  We need only look at the ruins of ancient Greek and Turkish cities where 

the church flourished to see the crumbling of things.  But what emerged was a church that looks a bit 

like Friends Community Church.  And what is emerging now is something that looks different.  I don’t 

know what that is.  I just know I want to be part of it.  

 

        Our greatest tool is the Gospel, and for that we have Matthew, Mark, Luke and John to thank for 

recording it.   The words of Jesus are there.  The example of Jesus is there.  And the brokenness of the 

disciples is there.  Their journey to humility and healing and grace is documented in detail, and we can 

study it and learn from it.  

 

        But there is another tool we have that is vital to what we do.  It’s what keeps us fresh and vital. 

When Jesus died the disciples did not yet have it.  They had the face-to-face with Jesus.  They had a 

personal relationship with him.  They had the experience of the highs of things and the deepest lows.  

They had experience.  But they lacked something.  They lacked the courage to live their lives for Jesus 

in the face of everyday life. 

 

        We cannot doubt their belief in Jesus, not after he rose from the dead.  We cannot doubt their inner 

lives of commitment to Jesus.  But they stayed apart, at the beginnings of the church.  They stayed 

together but away from the outside world.  They were scared and wounded by all that had happened.  

They did not know the future and were fearful for their own lives. 
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        Jesus knew that.  He gave them time to heal.  And he told them to wait for a gift.  Next week we are 

going to speak of that gift, but today let’s look at some examples of the impact of that gift.  

 

        Equipped with the Gospel and equipped with the gift Jesus told them to wait for, Peter and John 

found the courage to go to the temple and share the truth of Jesus.  They broke out of their shell and 

spoke truth in the temple.  In Acts 4 we have the story of these two brought before the same court that 

recommended Jesus be crucified.  Just a few months before they hid.  This time, when asked, “By what 

power or what name did you do this?” (Acts 4:7) they did not hide nor did they lack courage.  They 

shared the story of Jesus.   

 

When the temple leaders heard them and saw the results we are told, “When they saw the courage of 

Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished, and they 

took note that these men had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13).  Uneducated folks from the country; 

ordinary folks without anything to set them apart except two things. One, they had been with Jesus.  

Two, they had a power that astonished the leaders. 

 

The problem was folks were listening.  Ordinary, everyday people were listening because the truth of 

Jesus gave them hope.  As time went on, the gathering of those ordinary, everyday people, crumbled the 

walls of religion.  Jesus could be found in the dust of the streets and the kitchens of homes.  Jesus could 

be found in the marketplace and the coffee-shop.  Jesus was at the weddings and in the private places of 

discouragement.  Jesus was where everyday, ordinary people were.  And the religious leaders were 

astonished and threatened.  Ordinary folks listening to others meant their security could crumble.  They 

knew that.  They were worried.  

 

Peter and John had the Gospel.  What was the second thing they had that combined with the Gospel gave 

them the courage and serenity to speak out like they had not before?  Another story, of another person, 

this time from Acts 7.  A young man, a relatively new follower of Jesus, was arrested for sharing the 

Good News.  He had his whole life in front of him.  He had dreams and hopes for the future.  But he 

believed his future was in Jesus and he spoke up with clarity and conviction.  For that he was executed, 
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but in his last act as a follower of Jesus, he said this: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his 

knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” (Acts 7:59-60)  

 

Stephen was a young man, who lived Jesus in the context of his generation.  The generation before him 

killed him for it.  That is the simple truth.  Let’s learn from that and never doubt the conviction of 

followers of Jesus in the next generation and the generation after that.  They might live it differently 

than I do, and their issues will be different and their battles different, but don’t doubt their conviction, 

not if the example of Stephen matters.  

 

What gave Peter and John and Stephen the courage to do what they did in the face of arrest and death?  

What gave them the wisdom to live the Good News as ordinary everyday people?  What happened to 

them?  

 

A third story. “All the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join 

them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and 

women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick into 

the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as 

he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those 

tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed. (Acts 5:12-16) 

 

        The believers met but others did not have the courage to join them even though they were highly 

respected.  But when folks saw the impact of their gathering, the healing and hope, many quietly joining 

in believing.  

 

        The future for the disciples, who were now apostles, was the everyday life of today.  The future 

was meeting together to pray and going out to share.  The future was letting the truth of Jesus speak into 

the everyday, ordinary lives of ordinary people.  

 

        What I share about church does feel like bad news and that is hard to swallow.  I wish it were not 

true.  It would be so much easier to share rosy observations and thoughts.  Thing is when things are easy 
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folks rarely turn to Jesus.  When things are easy, we are too easily satisfied with our lives.  It’s human 

nature. 

 

        COVID, the change in society, there is a lot of hard news.  Jesus came because things are not easy, 

and he brought hope and healing and truth and love to give us a different sense of living.  If we don’t 

recognize the hard news, how do we know the Good News? 

 

        What made a difference for the apostles?  At the beginning of Acts, they had the Gospel, but no 

sense of direction.  They had the Good News, but no idea what to do with it.  Something changed.  From 

the time Jesus left into the clouds and when they were arrested in the temple, something changed.  It is 

that change that is the missing piece we will talk about next week.  That change is the change every 

generation has had to discover for themselves.  That change is what makes the Good News real for the 

ordinary people of 2021.  That change is what keeps the Good News fresh and vibrant and vigorous.  

 

Until the next time, God be with you. 

 


