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Friends Community Church 

May 02, 2021 

Equipped for Service with the Gospel 

 

Call-to-Worship 

 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot. “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it 

on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:13-16 

 

Teaching 

 

 The future is now.  We have looked at that from the perspective of listening 

to the Spirit of God, testing, and waiting for God.  It would be easy to think we are 

not equipped for the present reality.  It’s a good place to start.  On our own, we are 

not equipped.  But we are not on our own, and that makes all the difference.  

What did the disciples have to offer when they became apostles?  They lived 

in a world of occupation.  Soldiers patrolled the streets.  Taxes were over the top 

high.  Religious leaders had made deals with the occupiers to preserve their own 

power.  Their taxes were also very high. In the hills thieves of their own people 

preyed on travellers (the Good Samaritan story).  
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 But someday it would be over.  Someday there would be a new king who 

would save them from all that and give them back their country.  Someday that 

would happen.  From time-to-time a man would claim to be the messiah, and for 

awhile would have followers.  With their death the movement would crumble, and 

people would go back to hoping, for some time in the future.  It became a way-of-

life, full of intrigue and secrets and conspiracies.   

 What did the apostles have to offer that world?  They lived in the same world 

as everyone else.  I can imagine their conversations often if not always began with 

the latest rumours and gossip.  Who was doing what and why?  It was the world 

they lived in.  It was their lives. 

 So, what did they have to offer?  What were they equipped with that made a 

difference?  Its actually very simple.  They had the Good News of Jesus Christ.  For 

3 years they had lived with, walked with, sweated with, listened to, and eaten with 

Jesus.  For 3 years they had been part of the Gospel coming to life.  At the end of 

those 3 years, they were part of the story of the Cross.  They lived that too.  They 

saw Jesus arrested and tried.  They mourned when he died and hid from fear.  3 

days later they were astounded by the idea he might be alive.  It took a bit of time, 

but eventually they believed it.  It was the Good News they came to believe and 

understand.   

 So, for their generation, they shared that news.  And they could do that in a 

unique way.  They had first-hand knowledge.  They could tell folks what they saw 

and heard and what Jesus looked like and what his voice sounded like.  They had 

the pictures in their minds that could tell the story with that special something of 

knowing, not because someone else told them, but because they had seen it for 

themselves. 

 And they had the healing from the trauma of the weekend of the Cross.  All 

the shame and guilt they felt for their actions and lack of belief, Jesus healed it.   
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 So, in a nutshell, what did they have to offer?  It was the same as what we 

have to offer today.  Its attitude.  We offer and attitude that is different than 

anything around us.  We offer a radical alternative because of the Gospel.   

 We are equipped by the Gospel with the elements of an attitude towards life 

that applies today just like it did for the apostles.  We just need to choose the 

Gospel attitude.   Every generation since the time of Jesus has had to discover that 

attitude for themselves, and to apply it to the context of their generation.  

 The elements of our attitude are directly based on what is central in our lives.  

Ask the question what is the hub your life revolves around?  For a follower of Jesus, 

that hub is the Cross.  The Cross is someone giving their lives for us when we did 

not deserve it.  The Cross is someone giving their lives to heal us.  And that should 

bring an attitude of gratitude and humility.  There is nothing in that sacrifice we 

deserve.  We are entitled to nothing.  We have earned nothing.  In that nothing, 

Jesus died because he loved us.   

 “For God so loved the world he gave his only son so that anyone who believes 

in him will not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) This is the hub of our 

attitude.  We live a life of constant humble gratitude for the gift of life.  We 

understand how much God loves us. 

  

(Feet-in-the-Dirt) 

 

So soon?  Shouldn’t there be more material before we get our feet-in-the-dirt?  

I don’t think so.  The best way I know to see where I am getting off-base is to keep 

it simple.  The Cross is the centre, and if I get away from that, my attitude will 

show it.  If I am uncertain about my attitude, I can check it against the trust of the 

Cross. 
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What does my attitude need to be if I am a follower of Jesus?  Let me suggest 

the following: 

 

The humility and gratefulness of the hub of the Cross should lead me to 

the realization I am entitled to nothing.  I am to be simply grateful for God’s 

love.  I don’t insist on my rights to gather for worship.  I don’t insist on my right to 

religious freedom.  None of that matters.  I am loved by God so much I have life, 

and that is more than enough.  

 

Out of my gratitude, I follow the words of 1 John 4:19-21.  “We love 

because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 

sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 

seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us this 

command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.” 

My love for others should follow the words of Jesus in Matthew 25:40. “Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.”  Jesus told the disciples then, and he tells us now how we are 

supposed to care for the least of these.  “I was hungry, and you gave me something 

to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick, and you looked after 

me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”  (Matthew 25:35-36) 

So, my love is shown in caring for others.  In Acts 2:44-46 is the story of what 

the early church did to show that love. “All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they shared with anyone 

who was in need. With one accord they continued to meet daily in the temple courts 

and to break bread from house to house, sharing their meals with gladness and 

sincerity of heart.  That is radical attitude.  That is love in action. 
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In Matthew 5 we have a list of who is blessed.  If I want to part of God’s 

kingdom, to participate in that blessing, in receiving it I need to also give 

it in Jesus’ name.  When I am told the poor in spirit are blessed, I know I am one 

of those blessed and I need to treat others as equally blessed.  When I am told the 

meek will inherit the earth, I need to work on my meekness.  I need to mourn with 

folks, and hunger for righteousness and show mercy because I am one to whom 

mercy was shown.  If I want to see God I point to Cross, which is the only way to a 

pure heart, and I work at peacemaking simply because Jesus told me to do that.   

It's all about attitude. I am and you are equipped with the Gospel.  We are 

equipped with the truth of the Cross.  We know he loved us first and gave his life 

for us.  My attitude must radiate from that.  Anything that gets in the way hides 

and obscures the light of Jesus.  If my attitude does not radiate the gentle light of 

Jesus, my attitude needs to change. 

And that is what the Gospel means.  It is such a beautiful thing to be part of 

that.  It is such a sad thing when we are not.  At times we will not, it is the way of 

human nature.  At times we will put other things first.  But the Gospel says if we 

lay it at the Cross, we are forgiven and washed clean.  We can go try again.  And 

that is hope and promise all wrapped up together. 

 Just as the apostles could share their first-hand experience with Jesus, I can 

too.  Jesus loves me and God created me.  I don’t need to try and be something I am 

not.  I am just someone who believes Jesus died for me on the Cross and came back 

to life.  I am just someone who believes in that there is an answer for the world I 

live in.  When the world does not make sense, its ok.  The Cross is my reality.  

And that my friends, my brothers and sisters, is what we are equipped with.  We 

have attitude, an attitude that is defined by the Cross.  It is simple.  It is profound 

in its simplicity.  It is pure and true in that same simplicity.  It is our hope and our 

joy.  It is our comfort in sorrow and depression and anxiety.  It is our celebration in 
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times of happiness.  It is all those things to us, and it can be all things to folks 

around us if we have the right attitude, the Cross-centred attitude of the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.   

The Lord be with you.     


