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Friends Community Church 

April 25, 2021 

The Future is Now: Waiting 

 

Call-to-Worship 

 

They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they 

shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31 

 

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. 

Psalm 62:5 

 

Teaching 

 

So far in our series we have a 2-legged table.  The 1st leg is listening to the right voice, setting 

aside all other voices until we hear the voice of the Spirit of God.  The 2
nd

 leg is testing.  Our lives are 

lives of testing.  Circumstances, Satan, and God test us for different reasons, and with different goals.   

 2-legged tables aren’t very stable.  All it takes is a bit of a push and they topple over.  Today we 

are going to talk about the 3
rd

 leg, the one that provides the stability.   

And that is waiting.  Think of it like a hockey player who is 16.  If he or she is good, they have 

been told that by coaches and fans.  They have had some success.  They feel they are ready for the next 

level.  But when they get drafted and join a professional team, for the most part they are sent to a minor 

league team to get some seasoning and coaching.  No matter what natural talent they have, it is not 

enough for the big leagues.  Or, they might have the talent to be at the top, but don’t know how to 

handle their personal lives.  So, they wait, and they learn, and they grow until the coaches feel they have 

been equipped to handle things in a mature way.  

It’s that way with our lives in Christ.  Isaiah in chapter 40:31 tells us those who, “wait for the 

Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary; they shall walk and not faint.”   

The psalmist in psalm 62:5 says, “For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from 

him.” 
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As a way-of-live, we are to wait on the Lord and the purpose is hope, renewed strength, soaring 

like an eagle, running, and not getting tired, walking, and not fainting in the heat.   

For many of us today, and I think throughout history, we do wait on the Lord, and we do listen 

for the voice of the Spirit of God and we do know we will be tested.  But it is all too common to wait on 

other things too.  My first trip to East Africa as Africa Director I was looking forward to meeting two 

men who were at the forefront of the peace efforts in the region.  One was African, the other from the 

USA.  Both were Christians who claimed Christ to be the centre of their lives.  I wanted to hear their 

wisdom and learn things from them.  What I heard was a deep falling out between the two of them, and 

efforts each made to discredit the other.  Those efforts were confusing people who respected and loved 

them.  There was much sadness rather than reconciliation.    

This is not what we are to wait for.  When we do the balance of our foundation of faith is shaken.  

And much of the time we don’t even realize it.  It gets so intertwined with religion and country and the 

combining of God and country.  Those are opinions and opinions are not our foundation.  No, we are to 

set all that aside and wait on one thing – we wait on the Lord. 

As an aside but perhaps pertinent to this conversation, whenever we hear God and country put 

together, it is a warning sign we have strayed from the truth of who Jesus is.  When we think of church 

as part of our cultural way-of-life, our values, our belief system enforced as part of who we are as a 

country, we are not talking about faith.  We are talking about religion. 

It’s religion that threw palm branches before Jesus from the mistaken belief he was a political 

leader.  It’s religion that crucified Jesus a few days later when they found out he had no intention of 

doing that.  It’s a religion that began as faith in the one true God and put God in the box called ‘my-

culture’.    

My Mennonite history is a prime example.  There were no Mennonites when it began.  There 

were just folks who waiting on the Lord and in that waiting, broke away from God and country.  As they 

moved to Germany and then Russia, they became a colony and faith began to diminish as religion took 

over.  That religion was enforced to preserve a way-of-life. The colony became ‘their country’ and faith 

took a back seat.   

Anti-immigration is the same thing.  We want to preserve a way-of-living that is ‘Canadian’ or 

‘American’ and part of that is church as we know it.  We preserve values of culture, which is just 

another way of saying ‘way-of-life’ by attacking what threatens us.  There is no Jesus in any of that.  
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Jesus broke religion apart.  He shattered it. He shattered cultural norms.  He came for everyone, not just 

a few select folks who were of the same ethnic background he was born into.  

When we wait, we set aside all that and we wait for what Jesus told us to wait for.  What 

happened when the disciples waited?  They were ardent Jews who had little thought of living outside 

their world.  They waited and did not know what for, except Jesus told them to wait.  

And what happened immediately when the waiting was over?  Folks understood them in multiple 

language.  Many of them went out to the cultures and counties they knew little about and told them 

about Jesus.  Thomas, considered the founder of the church in India, did he try to make Jews of the folks 

he met?  Did he try to get them to eat the meals of his upbringing and pray in the language of his youth?  

Not so much as I can tell.  Indians who claim Thomas as their founder of faith eat dahl and curry.  They 

pray in their own language.  

When we are told to wait, we are to wait like the disciples did.   They intentionally set aside the 

chaos of the day.  If we think we are bombarded with theories and opinions today, just imagine what it 

was like for them?  Their fabric of their world was true and false prophecy and what to do with the 

chaos of that.  Like them, we are called as a church to set all that aside.  We come together to wait on the 

Lord, full stop.  

In Acts chapter 1:4 Jesus told his disciples to wait for the gift promised by his Father.  The gift 

was the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  They were to wait for it.  This is not waiting for some unknown 

thing at some unknown time in the future.  In the present, when the future is now, they were to wait 

before going on because there was one thing more they needed to truly go on to their ministries. 

In that waiting, as part of the waiting, they did 2 things.  The 1
st
 thing was prayer in a group - 

together.  Acts 1:14 tells us they, “all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  In unity, in love, and in obedience to what Jesus 

taught, they waited.” 

Whatever was coming next, they did not know.  All they knew was unity in waiting was 

essential.  So, they did that.  They prayed together, and not just the disciples.  The whole group of 

believers go together.  They set aside their differences and prayer together. 

The second thing is they took care of some organizational business. Judas had died and they 

needed to have a full roster.  So, they nominated, they prayed, and they selected a replacement.  The 

story is in Acts 1:12-26.  Waiting does not mean doing nothing.  There are things that God asks us to do 
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while waiting, but we are to wait for one thing, and that is the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  The words of 

Jesus to his disciples are the same words for us, the disciples of 2021.   

 

Feet-in-the-Dirt 

 

 As a church we can apply the words of Jesus directly to our situation today.  We can wait like the 

disciples waited.  To do that, could we consider doing the following: 

1. We intentionally set aside chaos.  We are called to wait for one thing, and that is the Spirit of 

God.  If our lives are filled with opinions and theories, and those opinions and theories conflict 

with our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ we are in good company – the disciples were 

in the same boat.  But like them, we are called to set all that aside and focus on waiting on the 

Lord – nothing else.   

2. We intentionally pray together.  The disciples were together with Jesus’ mom and biological 

family praying together.  They filled their time and emotions and minds with prayer.  And they 

did that together.  They likely had very different views on what was happening outside the room 

of prayer, but they set it all aside and prayed together, because that is what Jesus commanded 

them to do. 

3. They took care of the business of being ready when the waiting was done.  We are doing that.  It 

is the season for a different pastor.  That process is underway.  It is a process that is part of 

waiting for what God wants next for this church.  But more than that, we are not waiting for a 

different pastor to tell us what to do.  We are waiting for what Jesus told us his Father promised.  

We are waiting for the in-filling of the Spirit of God. 

 

It is time, brothers, and sisters, for us to pray together.  It is time, my friends, for us to unite around 

listening to the Spirit of God.  It is time for us to pray together to support our neighbour in their testing.  

And it is time to pray together as we wait for the in-filling of the Spirit of God.  It is time to do that in 

the unity that only Jesus can give. 

 

Lord, in this time of chaos and uncertainty, when we ask you to hear our prayer, today we pray to hear 

your words, your love, your guidance. 
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LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

Lord, where we have listened to wisdom that does not come from you, we ask your forgiveness. 

 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

Lord, we ask to be the witness you would have us be. 

 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

  

 


