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Friends Community Church 

April 18, 2021 

The Future is Now: Testing! 

 

Call-to-Worship 

 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through 

faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 

time. 
6 

In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 

kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith may result in praise, glory 

and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

I Peter 1:1-7 

 

Teaching 

 Testing.  Testing to see if my faith is a proven genuineness Peter talks about.  Last week’s 

question was “who are we listening to?” This week we are asking 3 questions about testing.  

  

1. Who tests us? 

2. Why? 

3. What do we do about it? 

 

 But first a response to a question I was asked this week.  Isn’t it just a time-worn cliché to say we 

listen to the Spirit?  I hope not, but sadly, it can be.  It can be a way of shuffling the question off because 

we are uncomfortable with it or because we want to end a discussion and saying the Spirit spoke – how 

do you discuss after that?  If we do that – pay lip-service to the Spirit – at best, we are offering a 

lukewarm testimony to our love for God.  Listening attentively for and to the Spirit is an act of love and 

commitment.  That should never be time-worn.  
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 Today we are talking about a second pillar of the church.  Testing.  Life tests us.  Friends test us.  

Work tests us.  Sports (virtual or in-person) test us.  Testing is inevitable – like breathing.   

 As a Jesus follower, who tests me/us?  Why do they test us?  Practically, what do we do with 

testing? The bible is packed full of stories of testing. Let’s consider a couple of them to find some 

answers.  The first is from Genesis 3 – the very beginning of human existence.  Adam and Eve were in 

the Garden.  God had given them some boundaries – they could eat fruit from trees – all but a certain 

tree in the middle.  If they even touched that fruit, they would die.  They were tempted, they touched the 

fruit, and they failed the test.   

 Who tested them?  As tempting as it is to say Satan, that would not be true.  Satan just took 

advantage of the reality of being human.  From the beginning of time, we have lived in a world of good 

and evil.  Our earliest ancestors, even in the loveliest of places – where they had no worries or anxieties 

– were tempted by the forbidden.  They failed the test.  They were not satisfied with what they had.   

 Tested by the reality of our world.  It is what it is.  Good and evil are simply a part of everyday 

life.  We will be attracted to the forbidden.  And sooner than later we will give in to temptation.  

A second story of testing.  Genesis 22.  Over time, the personal relationship Adam and Eve had 

with God become more of a distant memory than a present reality.  Many years after the Garden, in the 

same country, a country northeast of present-day Israel, where Iran and Iraq are today, a young man 

named Abraham heard a voice and he listened.  He was a descendent of Adam and Eve, but he knew 

little of the God they knew.  He heard a voice, and not knowing what or who it was, chose to listen.  

Abraham listened and followed.  He left his home and wandered until God brought him to where God 

wanted him to be. Shortly after he got there, God tested Abraham. God called him by name, “Abraham!”  

Abraham replied, “Here I am”.  God told him to go sacrifice his son.  I don’t know what was 

going through Abraham’s head and heart right then, but he obeyed and at the last-minute God told him 

to stop.  God did not want human sacrifice.  He wanted Abraham to be willing to give up everything for 

him. It was a test and Abraham passed.   

Tested by God.  God does test us.  Testing is not the exclusive realm of circumstances or evil.  

God himself tests.  Abraham failed many tests.  He failed his wife, fearful if he called her wife and not 

sister he would be killed.  He failed his wife a second time, not trusting God could get her pregnant at an 

older age and taking on a younger woman.  He failed to keep his nephew in his care – and Lot ended up 

in very difficult circumstances. The circumstances of life tested him, as they did Adam and Eve.   



3 
 

But the purpose of God’s test was not pass/fail.  It was growth.  He wanted Abraham to continue 

growing in faith and wisdom.  Failure is an inevitable part of growth.  When it is God testing, we need to 

understand its not just the way it is in the world.  Its about what God wants us to be in the world.  That is 

the ‘why’ of it.   

Tested directly by Satan. Jesus was tested directly by Satan.  Satan knew if he could get Jesus to 

budge even a millimeter, he had him.  Satan knew Jesus was God, but he was also human, and maybe 

there was a bit of an opening there.  The story is in Matthew 4.   

Jesus had been with minimal food and water for a lot of days, so Satan put out the temptation of 

food.  If you are the Son of God, use your power to take care of your hunger.  Jesus passed that test by 

telling Satan bread was part of things, but every word from God was more important for life.  We will 

come back to the word “if” in a bit.   

Satan tried “if” again, but this time it was to goad Jesus into showing his raw power – for no 

other reason than showing he had it.  Jesus passed again by telling Satan we are not to put God to the 

test.   

A third time Satan tried, but this time through illusion.  He showed Jesus everything God had 

created and claimed he had power over it.  If Jesus worshipped Satan, Satan would give him the whole 

thing.  It was a bullying tactic – smoke and mirrors to give the illusion of greater power than was the 

case.  Jesus passed again.  This time he threw Satan out saying there was only one to worship, and that 

was God.      

 

Feet-in-the-Dirt 

 

 Listening with wisdom to the Spirit of God and testing.  The first is what we do.  The second is 

what is inevitable.  The question is what to do about it?  And that depends on who is doing the testing.   

 Tested by the reality of our world.  We can do very little about our circumstances.  Sure, we can 

get a better job and build up savings, but the reality of good and evil we don’t control. The world is 

made up of good and evil and it is where we live.  The balance between good and evil is a dance we call 

life.  We will be tested by the circumstances of life.  We may not be able to do much about our 

circumstances, but we can do something about our attitude.   
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Knowing we will be tested by life we can develop a habit of listening to the Spirit of God.  Its 

like driving a car or typing.  Once the habit is in place and we practice it over and over, we almost don’t 

think about it.  We just do it – it becomes second nature.   

 We are confronted today by an ever-increasing speed and volume of information.  A computer 

bought today is obsolete in a few days.  A news story in the morning will be challenged as false news 

within the hour and that challenge will be all over social media in a matter of seconds.   

 Our faith in God does not need to be like that.  In fact, it should not.  The test of volume and 

speed of information can be balanced by a quiet, measured seeking after the Spirit of God.  Followers of 

Jesus can be different.  We can take a peaceful approach to a chaotic world.  We can be gentle and 

respectful and loving.  But we will not be if we fail the test of the way life is.  Seeking the Spirit of God 

gives us what we need to live joyfully and peacefully in the middle of chaos.   

Tested by God.  When God tests us, it is a compliment.  God wants us to grow – to develop – to 

mature in wisdom.  We should welcome this kind of testing.  But once again, we need to be careful 

about how we handle it.  The question is what God wants us to learn, and that means humility.  Clearly, 

we need to grow, or the test would not be happening.   

 God’s testing is best sorted out in solitude and quiet.  To know the test from God and to learn, 

we need to learn from the teacher.  That teacher is the Spirit of God.  Sometimes that comes through 

scripture.  Sometimes that comes through meditation.  Sometimes that comes through prayer.  To truly 

understand the test, I would suggest it needs to be all three sooner or later.  We listen, we get quiet and 

think about it, we talk with God.  

Tested by Satan. Satan can take advantage of life’s circumstances.  He can sometimes pretend he 

is God – it is an illusion we need to be careful of.  But mostly we know its Satan when we feel the 

opposite of what God is.  Satan used lies to poke at our hope.  If Satan can take away our hope, then our 

faith goes, and love does too.  That is the way to recognize the test by Satan.  He tries to pretend he is 

God but when we feel that hope getting dimmer, watch out, because it is Satan at work. 

There are two ways Satan gets to tempt us.  The first is when God permits it.  Job is a prime 

example of that.  The second way is when we permit it.  I think this is the most common way.  We let 

Satan in in one way or another.  Whether it is the first or second way, the solution is the same.  We seek 

the voice of God.  We listen in and for the Spirit.   

A word of warning.  I have spoken of seeking the Spirit of God in solitude.  Part of that is alone, 

but part of that needs to be in the community-of-faith.  When I was a teenager, we were in a bible study 
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in Congo with adults in the mission community.  In the middle of that a missionary from a different 

mission burst in the door saying the world was coming to an end – we were being forced into a 

communist life – missions would be closed, and governments would dominate church.  My father stood 

up, told the man to sit down with us, and then quietly said we would seek God’s wisdom together.  

Afterwards he said it was important to listen to the gentlest voice in the room.  The missionary 

who burst in was agitated and bound up with his view of the world.  He was creating chaos when God 

wanted a measured and wise understanding.  Wait, dad said, for the gentle voice in the room.  You need 

to give space for them to be heard.  If you do that, you will hear the voice of God next.  And you will 

hear the voices of the community of faith more completely.  Wisdom comes then, when no one is trying 

to convince others of political or medical or church opinions.  It comes in the silence, alone and 

together.  I have not forgotten those words from my dad.  They are as true today as they were in Congo.     

Does it feel like all ways lead to one place?  I hope so.  Testing should always lead to one place – 

the Spirit of God.  When it doesn’t, we know we need to get back on track.  Throughout the history of 

the church, there has been the ebb and flow of testing and circumstances and failure.  There has also 

been the story of success.  Churches have turned back to listening to God and revival has happened.  We 

can fall into the hopeless inevitability of the circumstances of life and just sort of make it through.  Or 

we can take the step of seeking God as a habit – a way of life.  When we do that, we pass the test.  We 

might fail tomorrow, but God’s grace says when we seek him, we succeed.   The answer for today, 2021, 

is the same as it was in the early church, the same it was for Abraham, and the same it was for Adam 

and Eve.   

I leave you with these words of Jesus.  “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

and all these things will be added unto you.”  Matthew 6:33 

The Lord be with you.   


