
1 
 

Friends Community Church 

April 11, 2021 

The Future is Now: To Whom are we Listening? 

 

Call-to-Worship 

 

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours 

in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the 

Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard. . .  

Revelation 1:9+10   

 

Teaching 

 

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 

For now, we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then 

I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 

greatest of these is love. 

I Corinthians 13:9-13 

 

 The future is now, and it is not what it was. If that sounds bleak, like bad news, it can be.  But the 

church has thrived in hard times.  The church is here for precisely times like this.  Why would we sing 

songs like You Are My King and No Longer Slaves if we thought the future is hopeless?  Why would 

we sing Day by Day unless we plan to live in hope?   

The bible tells us faith, hope and love will endure.  We are told the greatest of these three is love.  

For God so loved the world – these words ring true.  Our future is tied directly into these words.  God so 

loved – the greatest of faith and hope and love is love.  That is our present.  It has been our past.  And it 

will be our future.    

 So, what is that future for the church?  As it concerns church in North America, we are no longer 

thinking of predictions of the future.  What has been predicted for 40 years, the statistics of growth and 

decline – we have arrived at that future time.  The question is what do we do?  
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What we are called to do is to present to folks a life of purpose and peace.  We are called to be a 

light.  And we are called to be real and honest and vulnerable in doing that.  How else will anyone see 

the value of our faith?  The only way to get there is by God’s grace, because we certainly will not get it 

done on our own or even together as a church.   

 Where are we at now?  What is the slice of history God has entrusted to us?  There was a time 

when it was normal to go to church in Canada.  Most Canadians grew up expecting to attend church at 

least some of the time.  We expected churches to be reasonably full.  Growth was primarily from the 

inside, from families raised in the church.  It made sense.  The dominant culture was church.  

 A few voices, crying in the wilderness, asked what would happen when culture changed?  What 

would happen when church was no longer an expectation?  We heard them, but our response was 

grounded in an understanding most folks still knew something of church, even if they attended less and 

less.   

Some ‘cutting-edge’ church folks, recognizing there was a problem, tried a strategy called 

‘Attractional Church’.  If we could make church more attractive – music, coffee, easier dress codes, 

different styles of preaching – more folks would come.  Other ‘cutting-edge’ folks did door-to-door 

evangelism, held public services in parks.  Others focused on specific age groups specific music 

interests.    

Mega-churches developed - great music and multiple programs.  House church developed too.  

Smaller groups with more personal interaction.  Lots of folks did a great deal of work trying to improve 

the numbers in church, or at least slow the decline.    

And it looked like it was working.  Televised church gives the illusion there are lots of folks in 

church. It looks like church is doing fine.  But its not.  The predictions have come true.  Fewer and fewer 

people are in church.  Fewer and fewer think church matters.  It is no longer normal for Canadians to go 

to church.  Our culture has changed. 

Truth is folks who have generations of church history in their families just gave up on church. 

They just stopped going.  All the models of church and ‘new and improved techniques of evangelism 

have not put more folks in the pews.  It was not outside influence.  It was giving up on what was on the 

inside of church. 

So, what do we do? We begin by stopping pointing the finger of blame anywhere except at 

ourselves, the folks who believe church is important.  That is what we are going to do for the next while.  

What do we do?  What do you think we should do?  What is the answer?  I will share with you my 
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thoughts, but this church belongs to you, not to a pastor.  What do we do?  What do you think we should 

do? 

Up till now it sounds like its mostly bad news.  It’s not.  The biblical history is a cycle of people 

coming back to God with renewed vibrancy only to turn away after a few generations.  In every case 

God gave the answer.  In every case God redeemed and gave new, real hope.   

And in every case some walls of tradition needed to tumble down.  The structures of religion we 

as human beings build to do church, to follow God - sooner or later seem to get in the way of real 

worship.  It is the way of things.  It is God’s way to knock down what needs knocking down, and to 

build up what needs building.   

God has equipped us, here at Friends, to be part of the future.  He has equipped us to be part of 

that future that is now.  But we have some work to do.  You are seeking a new pastor.  What will you be 

asking of a new pastor?  What kind of church are you going to be for a new pastor?  

I will be sharing with you, over the next few weeks, 3 things I believe need doing to be the 

church God has called us to be.  I am hoping to generation discussion.  I am hoping this generates 

prayer.  You may or may not agree with me.  Good.  My thoughts are flawed and influenced by my 

experience.  I welcome critique and conversation.  In fact, as you seek a new pastor, it is important 

conversation and discussion do happen. 

The 3 things we are going to explore are as follows: 

 

1. Listening (April 11) 

2. Testing (April 17) 

3. Waiting (April 25) 

 

Let’s get down to work.  To whom are we listening?  Revelation is a book about the future.  

Most of the way preachers have worked with Revelation has been to try and understand what will 

happen in the future.   

But Revelation is more about today than tomorrow.  It’s about the hear and now. John, at the 

beginning of Revelation, says this: 
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I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours 

in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the 

Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard. . .  

 

 Consider the present, the ‘today’ in these words.  “I, John your brother and companion in 

suffering and kingdom and patient endurance in Jesus Christ . . .”  (Revelation 1:9-10) There are no 

future words here.  There is only the present.  Right now, as John was writing, he was a brother-in-

Christ living real life just like everyone else.  John was testifying about and for Jesus in the present.   

 And John was worshiping on the Lord’s Day.  What was that worship?  He was listening.  “On 

the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard. . .”  To whom was John listening?  He was in the Spirit.  

Who could he have been listening to except God?   

 In the Old Testament, when God knocked Israel for a loop, after awhile God called someone to 

lead.  Their leading always followed a renewed listening to the Spirit of God.  Every time.  Read Daniel.  

Read about Samuel.  Read Nehemiah.  Read about David.   

 When folks forgot that, who did they listen to?  Usually, it was to the loudest voices.  It was to 

human voices who wanted power or reputation.  Those times were full of voices on the left and the right.  

Those times were full of folks with all sorts of theories of what should be done and why things were 

happening like they were.  Those times were full of folks trying to convince others they were the only 

ones with the truth.  Sound familiar? 

There is nothing new under the sun. When in the Old Testament religious services became 

hollow cultural practices rather than worship, God knocked it down, all of it.  No matter which side 

people were on, he knocked it down.  Until there seemed to be nothing left.   

It happened in the early New Testament church too.  The letters to the churches in Revelation are 

proof enough of that.  Interestingly enough, one of the 1
st
 signs of hollowness in a church is not a 

lessening of hard work.  Look at Revelation 2:1-7.  The church in Ephesus, a pillar in the church 

community – to them God said – “I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. You have 

persevered and have endured hardships for my name and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against 

you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.” 

God recognized the hard work, but they had neglected the most important thing.  They neglected 

to love.  Perhaps the spirit of criticism had gained a foothold.  Perhaps they had just cooled off.  We 

don’t know.  All we know is they let go of their first love – the love that drove them to be a church in the 
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first place.  They had neglected their love of God and love for their neighbour.  What was the solution?  

We will talk about that in ‘Feet-in-the-Dirt’ in just a bit.   

The first sign of what God needs to knock down, to correct, is losing sight of our first love.  A 

second sign of hollowness in a church is found in Revelation 3:14-21: “I know your deeds, that you are 

neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!”  Nothing like drinking lukewarm coffee.  

Its not iced coffee on a hot day.  Its not hot coffee on a cold day.  Its not much of anything.  It’s a hollow 

taste. 

Don’t mistake this for needing to be strong or emotionally vibrant or evangelizing on a street 

corner.  Don’t mistake this for needing to get busy.  Its not about doing.  Its about being.  Its about how 

we are in the privacy of our home – how true we are to the person has created us to be.  In our everyday 

life, are we in love with Jesus?  God wants real.   

 

 

Feet-in-the-Dirt 

 

What is the answer for our church in 2021?  What is the answer for churches in Canada?  The 

answer is simple.  We answer the question – “to whom are we listening?  In all the voices that say they 

know what God is saying, they know the truth on this issue or another, to whom are we as a church 

listening? 

Don’t understand this as pointing fingers.  This is about a changed season in Canada. This is 

about moving forward with purpose and energy and vigor.   How are to do that?  We answer the 

question.  To whom are we listening? 

This is the advice of John in Revelation 1.  This is the advice of Daniel.  This is the advice of 

Jesus himself.  Does he not tell us his Father is sending the Spirit to us?  Again, and again, John, in his 

words to the 7 churches in Revelation, says “who ever has ears, let them listen to what the Spirit is 

saying to the churches.”   

When we listen, we will find purpose.  But the path to that purpose goes through the door called 

humility.  The Spirit will always lead us through this door.  Next week we are talking about testing.  The 

biggest test is when we need to repent.  Humility and repentance are hand-in-glove.   
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What a wonderful thing it is to be told exactly what we need to do to find peace and purpose.   

“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  If a new pastor finds a church 

that seeks the Spirit of God, they will be blessed to part of this community.   

How do you think we as a church should be listening to the Spirit?  How do you think we should 

do that?  What should we get out of the way – what might be blocking us?  What should we keep doing?  

Let’s talk about that.  

And let’s make it practical – a real life situation.  There is a decision in front of our church.  Who 

will be the next pastor?  What voices are we listening to in the search?  What voice, singular, are we 

listening to in the search?  I think the bible says the Spirit.  That is my thought.  What is yours?   

 The Lord be with you.   

 

 


