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Perfect love conquers all fear 

  

 So far, in our Easter journey, we have connected with 3 people and their relationship with Jesus.  

It’s a rather wonderful thing to see personalities emerge and be a part of how Jesus interacts with wildly 

diverse people. 

 One was an intellect, an expert in religious law.  He had achieved enough of a reputation that he 

was elevated to leadership.  The equivalent today would be a church pastor, perhaps someone with a 

large following on TV – someone respected for their theological knowledge and their ability to 

communicate.   

 Another was respected by very few.  She was a woman married a few times and while not 

married at present, was living with a man to whom she was not married.  Not someone to associate with.  

Not ‘good company’. 

She was the wrong ethnic background.  Today she might be part of Black Lives Matter or Asian 

Lives Matter (check out the news from Atlanta this week).   

 A third person was also a woman, but ‘one-of-us’.  By that I mean someone who was from the 

same culture and church background we are.  She was shunned because she was contagious – not 

because her illness was contagious, but because if she touched anyone, their religion said they would get 

dirty.  Today, I think of those folks in Africa who likely had AIDS.  I think of a homeless person, who 

might have bedbug bites.  Wherever we turn there are folks like that – folks we shun.   

 Each of these folks suffered from isolation.  But there was something else that brought them 

together.  They had a common bond of fear.  The fear of a lost reputation.  The fear of racism.  The fear 

of judgement.  The fear of assault – verbal, emotional and physical.  Each feared something. 

 Fear is what is behind depression and anxiety.  Fear is what drives anger.  If we look deep 

enough, we usually find fear underneath those things.  Jesus knew that.  He dealt with their fear. 
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I John 4:16-19 says as follows: “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 

them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear 

because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  We love because 

he first loved us.”    

  Jesus showed us what living in love was like.  He showed how human beings use punishment to 

create fear to create control.  Nicodemus’ punishment for openly following Jesus was the loss of income, 

position, and respect.  The woman at the well, and the woman who touched Jesus’ robe both lived in fear 

the punishment men in power could inflict if they did not keep to the ‘straight-and-narrow’.   

Each one encountered Jesus and in that encounter their fear washed away, at least in part.  As 

long as they were one-on-one with Jesus, they did not fear.  They still had lots to fear from people, but 

with Jesus they were at peace.     

 Today we are talking about a 4
th

 person, a 4
th

 relationship with Jesus and how their fear was dealt 

with. This time its someone who was with Jesus nearly every day for three years.  There are many bible 

references to this man.  We are going to boil it down to a few points for now.  

1. He was called by Jesus: (Matthew 16:18 - You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my 

church.)  Who was Peter?  What was he in fear of?   

2. Peter followed Visit a farm with animals.  What does it smell like?  The smell of manure and 

grain mixed together – the boots of folks who work there smell of that.  It’s a wonderfully earthy 

aroma. 

 

Peter was like that but with fish.  He smelled of fish.  His hands were calloused from hauling 

nets.  His clothing smelled of the fish he caught as his business.  His face was lined with the 

weathering of Lake Galilee, well-known for its sudden storms.  

  

Luke tells us one morning Jesus was speaking to a crowd and to get a bit of space asked a 

fisherman to take him a bit offshore.  When they were there, he told the fisherman to let down 

his nets.  They had caught nothing all night, but they took the nets they were already cleaning 

and let them out, on the other side of the boat, and caught a net full.  Simon recognized power 

and was frightened.  Jesus spoke directly into that fear.   
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Luke 5:10-11 Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So, 

they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything, and followed him. 

3. Peter took risks:  No one else would try to walk on water.  Peter did.  It was for a few steps 

only, but he tried.  Only two would follow Jesus when he was arrested.  Peter was one of them.  

It didn’t end the way he wanted, but he took those first few steps.  The first men to run to the 

empty tomb – Peter was one of them.  He ran actually.  And in Acts, the first to be arrested for 

preaching the Gospel – Peter was one of them.  He took risks. 

 

Let’s look a closer look at one of these stories.  (Matthew 14:22-32) The disciples were coming 

off a serious high.  They had just been part of feeding the 5,000.  On the way home that night, in 

the boat, a storm came up, making it slow going.  At dawn they saw Jesus, walking on the water 

and they got scared.  “Its ok, it’s just me” said Jesus.  “Well, if that’s true, let me walk on the 

water too.”  That was Peter.  “Come then” and Peter did.  When he failed Jesus helped him out.   

   

Jesus and Peter had that kind of relationship.  Peter said what he thought, and Jesus engaged in 

the discussion.  Peter trusted Jesus, to a point.  When Peter’s faith wasn’t enough, Jesus helped 

him out.   

  

But what was Peter afraid of?  What was the fear he had that Jesus spoke into?  Let’s look at 

another story of Peter to help with that answer.  

4. Peter led:  He was the one who tried to walk on water.  He was the one who first recognized 

Jesus as the Messiah.  The first few chapters of Acts are full of Peter taking the lead. 

 

When Jesus was arrested, Peter was the first to take aggressive action.  John 18:10 tells the story 

of Peter taking his sword and slicing off the ear of one of the folks in the crowd coming to get 

Jesus.  At Easter we tend to forget his defence of Jesus.  We forget he was one of two who 

followed Jesus when he was arrested.  He conquered his fear enough to take these actions. 

 

But fear caught up with him.  In the early morning, when Jesus was being interrogated, Peter 

waited.  Waiting at the gate to see what was going to happen, three times he was asked if he was 

a follower of Jesus.  Three times he said no. 
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Was Peter a coward?  No more than any one of us.  He had more courage than many.  He was 

there.  Its just that at the last moment he caved in.  The others were not even there, but he was.  It 

seems a bit unfair to judge him for doing more and yet, denying Jesus.   

So, what was Peter scared of?  What was his fear when he started to sink in the water?  What was 

his fear when asked if he was with Jesus?   

 

Peter was scared of death.  He took risks and he was a leader but when it came to the final 

analysis, he was scared of death.  His fear stopped him from taking the next step.  It stopped him, until 

in the early morning dew and mist, he ran to the tomb and found it empty.   

 And yet he was still fearful.  Only this time he was fearful of Jesus.  He was scared he had lost 

the respect and love of a friend.  He had betrayed the friendship.  He had not lived up to his boasts.  He 

had shown he did not have enough to go through the fear of death. 

 I think the fear of letting Jesus down was worse than the fear of death itself.  Jesus, in wisdom 

and perfect understanding, knew precisely what to do.  His example is one we should take seriously 

when we want to reconcile with someone who has hurt us.   

When it came time to heal the relationship, Jesus took Peter back to where he found him.  Jesus 

took Peter back to the fishing boat.  Actually, Peter went there, and Jesus came to that place.  Jesus went 

to Peter.  Isn’t that something.  If ever there was an example of servant leadership, that was it.   

Peter once again reeked of the familiar and safe smell of fish.  Peter once again was cleaning nets 

and fishing during the night.  This was his place.  This was what he knew, where he was safe.   

Like when he was called, 3 years earlier, he caught nothing all night.  And once again there was 

a voice telling him to fish on the other side of the boat.  The story in Luke 5 is so much the same as the 

story in John 21.  On the other side, they caught lots of fish, and when someone said it was Jesus on the 

shore, Peter did not wait to walk on water.  He jumped in and swam to shore.   

Jesus was waiting, and they had bread and fish together.  But Peter was still scared.  He had let 

Jesus down.  He loved him, but was he loved back?   

“Do you love me?” 

“Do you love me?” 

“Do you love me?” 

“I do.” 
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“I do.” 

“You know I do.” 

Imagine the emotion of that.  Imagine the deep feeling that was going on.  And in that place, in 

Peter’s home place, Jesus called Peter, once again, except this time with three years of life experience as 

training.   

Jesus called Peter. Jesus called Peter out of his fear into the leadership of the church that was to 

emerge.  He went to Peter’s place, to and called him again.  Except this time, the fear of death was 

conquered. 

4 people with live experience, and Jesus took that experience and said, “I love you”.  There was 

no punishment.  Jesus simply called them to follow, and they did.   

 

Feet-in-the-Dirt 

   

 Peter has been a bit of an enigma for me.  I connect to John more than other disciples.  Peter has 

seemed too brash, too much into being seen and being in the front of everything.   

 And yet there is something lovable in Peter.  He fails often.  He jumps and then wants to be 

saved.  He doesn’t seem to think before he does something.  In many ways, Peter is a child who needs a 

mom or dad around to patch up the skinned knee or to catch them when the branch breaks in the tree 

they are climbing when told not too.   

 But when Peter had to face his greatest fear and failed, he showed his quality.  He grew up.  He 

faced things.  He understood himself.  It was at that moment Jesus gave him his commission – to take 

care of folks.   

 Peter did grow up.  He matured.  For sure there were moments of failure in his future.  For sure 

there were moments of fear. But facing his fear of death, and knowing Jesus gave him a job in the 

Kingdom after that – Peter knew the fear of death would no longer paralyse him.   

 The example of Peter is there for us to follow.  You may feel you are completely unqualified to 

be a missionary for Jesus.  You may feel your interests and gifts are not those that missionaries need.  

You could not be more wrong. 

 We are each created in the image of God.  We each are sinners, and if we choose, saved by 

grace.  Simply by accepting that grace we become followers of Jesus.  When we accept that grace, we 

become missionaries, just by the simple fact of following.  None of need to fit a stereotype of what a 
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follower of Jesus is.  We just follow, just as we are, and have a relationship with Jesus.  Truth is, that is 

more than enough.  We just follow. 

 The Lord be with you.   

  

 


