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What is Next?  

 

Good Friday is April 02.  Easter Sunday is April 04.  The Sundays from now till then (March 07, 

14, 21, 28) will be about Easter.  This past year has been one of introspection for us.  While we anticipate 

a gradual opening of things as Spring moves toward Summer, Easter will not be like 2019.  Neither will it 

be like last year, 2020.  Last year we were just entering into this time of protocols.  We now have 

experience. We are veterans.  

There is one who understands isolation and loneliness all too well.  Easter was, for him, a time in 

the middle of crowds of people who had no understanding of who he was or what he was to do.  We 

experience Easter with some understanding of what it came to be.  He knew, but no one else did.  There 

was no need for a mask or social distancing or bubbles.  No one really saw him for who he was.  Others 

put the mask on him and kept their distance from his true being.  

How did Jesus experience the last bit of time before Easter weekend?  What was he 

feeling?  What was loneliness and isolation like for him? This Easter 2021 our focus will be just that – 

what did Jesus feel in the walk to the Cross?  What did he experience?  He was God, but he was very 

much a human being too.  

The practicalities of our worship together are not clear, but they are becoming clearer.  Friday, 

March 05 the Manitoba Government will announce new protocols.  We will not know exactly what they 

are before that but can anticipate some relaxing of protocols.  If that means we can meet in groups of 50, 

we will do so.  In-person services would resume March 14.  Once we know for sure what is happening, 

we will communicate with you about how this will work. 

I do want to remind us as a church – remind us in the strongest possible terms - we have never 

closed.  To do so flies in the face of the Gospel mandate.  We are not re-opening.  We are simply adapting 

worship to the context in which we live.  

There are those who will not yet feel comfortable to meet in-person.  I understand this having 

experienced COVID-19 personally.  I would not wish that experience on anyone.  

So, our worship will continue to provide video of our teaching and music.  We will continue to 

provide written and email material has we have throughout this past year.  When we can meet in-person 

we will be glad to do so.  But we always worship in-person with God.  Let’s not for one minute forget 

that.  

  

Call-to-Worship 

  

1 Corinthians would not be without Easter.  Paul says as much in the last two chapters of the 

letter.  He boldly says that in what he writes.  The book is saturated with the truth of the Gospel.    



Our Call-to-Worship is a ringing announcement that death has been defeated.  With joy and 

passion and commitment Paul calls us into the worship of one who defeated death if we just choose to 

follow him.  In this time of challenge, the world of 2021 in Carman, in Manitoba, in Canada, in the 

Americas, in Africa, Europe, Asia and Middle East, we stand up and say with Paul: 

Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting? 

The sting of death is sin, 

and the power of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God! 

He gives us the victory, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
 


