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       Last week we began a 3-part mini-series in the larger series called 1 

Corinthians.  Chapter 12, 13 and 14 are about the role of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives.  These are essential teachings for followers of Jesus.  When at the end of chapter 

12 Paul says he is going to show the Corinthians “the most excellent way” he really 

means it.  

       Paul calls us to desire the gifts of the Spirit.  We are supposed to want them, but not 

for our interests or pride or reputation.  We are to desire them because we love God that 

much.  Our lives, our way-of-life is to not only be open to, but actively wish for gifts from 

the Spirit so we can do what God asks of us.  We do that out of love, a love that grows 

deeper and hopefully more mature the older we get.  

       Chapter 13 is “the most excellent way”.  Some Scripture just speaks for itself and is 

meant to be read without much explanation.  The Psalms are an example of this kind of 

Scripture.  1 Corinthians 13 is also like that. 

       With that in mind, I invite you to go to the translation of the Bible that speaks to 

your heart.  For some it might be the ‘King James’. For others it might be the 

‘Message’.  I often go to the ‘New International Version’.  Today I am going to the ‘New 

Living Bible’. 

       We are going to make this personal.  Each of us will be touched in a different 

way.  Let’s try this in 4 parts: 

1.  First, read the chapter to yourself, not aloud.  Then take some time to meditate 

on it.  

2.  Second, read Galatians 5:22-23 out loud.  Whether you are alone or with 

someone, read it aloud slowly and carefully.  Why these verses?  1 Corinthians 13 

is all about the impact of how we engage in the Spirit.  In other words, what is the 

fruit of the gift or gifts of the Spirit we have been given?  

3.  Third, read 1 Corinthians out loud.  It works alone or with someone if we take 

our time in the reading.  Let your heart speak in the reading of this chapter.  Let 

God hear your love and longing. 

4.  Let the Spirit prompt you to an action.  It might be to pray for someone.  It 

might be to call someone.  Let the Spirit of God guide you to that action and take 

that action in the light of the wisdom of 1 Corinthians 13.  
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If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 

would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 



understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith 

that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. If I gave 

everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I 

didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 

  

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not 

demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does 

not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, 

never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 

  

Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will become 

useless. But love will last forever! Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and 

even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! But when the time of 

perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. 

  

When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I 

put away childish things. Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a 

mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial 

and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me 

completely. 

  

Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

  

Feet-in-the-Dirt 

         Feet-in-the-Dirt is for each of us to answer for ourselves.  How are your feet getting 

dirty after letting this Scripture speak to you?  

        I have been thinking lots of what I have learned during COVID. What would happen 

if out of this we lived life out of chapter 13?  What would happen if we internalized this 

chapter?  What could happen if our vision was simply to live in chapter 13?  Imagine a 

life of loving in the name of Jesus and doing that through the Holy Spirit.  

        What would happen if we were so in tune with loving each other that we did not 

hesitate when the Spirit prompted us to do something?  That my friends, is a vision for 

the church.  It is simple.  It is easily communicated if . . . If we do that face-to-face with 

someone who can see our eyes and can know we mean what we say and what we do – if 

that is what folks see in us, chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians happens.  If that is what folks see 

the Holy Spirit happens.  If that is what folks see, Jesus shines.  In faith I believe we can 

do this.  In hope I know we can.  In love, we will do this, day-by-day until the 

accumulation of days gets us to the point where we see Jesus face-to-face, and we know 

what real love really looks like, 

 

Until then, the Lord be with you.    
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