
1 Corinthians 14 

February 14 – Valentine’s Day 

February 17 – Beginning of Lent 

 

  

Valentine’s Day – 2 Telegrams 

  

A telegram.  Think of it as a dinosaur text.  Someone else would type it (using all their fingers) and 

send it (no quick thumbs on a cellphone).   On the other end it would be delivered (no ding to let you know 

a text is waiting), or you would go to an office to get it. It was real fast back in the day!   

        My first dad and my mom were ‘hostel parents’ to missionary children.  One of these MKs sent me a 

Facebook post memory yesterday.  If they were not going to sleep quickly enough the threat of a ‘whisker 

rub’ by Uncle Wally (dad) would soon settle them down.  Two years later folks at the mission station 

received a telegram - Uncle Wally had died in an accident on an Idaho highway. 

        This weekend while rummaging through my parent’s papers, I came across another telegram, two 

years after the first one.  Dated July 25, 1963, it was from Fred, and reads as follows: 

  

“Congratulations on this day.  You are to be commended on your wise choice.  You have just become the 

wife of the handsomest,  

most considerate, loyal, and loving husband.  Willing to go thru fire for you.” 

  

        The joy of a man celebrating the day he married mom.  Two dads and two telegrams.  One about the 

ending of things, the other beginnings.  July 25, 1963 was the day mom married Fred, my second dad.  His 

telegram promise came true.  He did go through fire for her.  He was loyal and he was loving.  When mom 

died part of him did too. 

        Valentine’s Day is about love.  This Valentine’s Day is about loving Joy and Tamar with the memory of 

parents who went before.  It’s about two telegrams and the beauty of life lived in love right through the last 

day.  Thanks mom and dad x 2.  

  

Lent 

  

        The walk to Easter begins Wednesday, February 17.  Last week someone said it felt like Lent began last 

year and never stopped.  There is some truth to that.  

        If we see Lent as being the last year rather than some weeks, the question is what have we done with 

it? For the past year, have we seen restrictions as creating space for something else?  Have we seen this 

time as a gift in which to add depth to our relationship with God?  

        If we haven’t approached it that way, it’s not too late.  We can start now, February 17, 2021.  Linda 

Wilton in her KidzClub email (sent each week by the way and thanks Linda) talked about not just giving 

up something but adding during Lent.  She has it right. 

        What are we going to add in our relationship with God right now, during Lent 2021?  Is there 

something we can add that will deepen and enrich our time with God?  

It could be we will need to create space for that, in which case we give up something.  The point 

though is not the sacrifice of giving up.  It is the commitment to doing something new.  So, what is it going 

to be this Lent 2021?  What are you going to add and what space will you need to create to add that piece 

to your relationship of love with God?  



1 Corinthians 14 

  

        This is the 3rd chapter in 1 Corinthians (chapters 12, 13, 14) about how our relationship with the Holy 

Spirit is expressed in worship.  Paul does not ask if the Holy Spirit is present.  He knows He is.  Paul does 

not ask if different gifts of the Spirit are part of worship.  He knows they are.  No, this is not about ‘if’.  It is 

about ‘how’. 

        “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.”  In 1 Corinthians 

14:1 Paul repeats chapter 13, asking us to follow the way of love and asks us to eagerly desire the gifts of the 

Spirit, particularly prophecy.  

Paul liked prophecy.  Why was that?  Simply put, prophecy in worship speaks to the congregation 

and encourages and comforts.  Everyone can understand it and feel like they are growing because of what 

is said.  Whatever the word of prophecy is, it is from God and builds us up.  

On the other hand, speaking in tongues can be disruptive in worship.  It is intended for our 

personal communication with God.  It does build us up, but not necessarily others.  For that reason, unless 

there is interpretation, speaking in tongues should not be part of public worship. 

This sums up Chapter 14:2-21.  It seems speaking in tongues was a source of pride in the 

Corinthian church.  It feels like it was set up as the one gift to have above others.  

Paul himself in verses 18 + 19 says he speaks in tongues more than all of them, but he would rather 

say just a few words that can be understood than thousands of words that cannot.  It’s time to grow up he 

tells the church. This is not about an immature use of the gifts.  Think before you act. Think of the 

impact.  Grow up a little! 

If we remember previous chapters and the idea everything was about mission for Paul, we 

understand verses 22 – 25.  Think about new folks coming in, folks who are not yet believers, Paul says.  If 

they hear speaking in tongues, they will think you are deranged.  How will that help them know Jesus?  If 

on the other hand they hear prophecy, words they can understand, they might be convicted of sin and 

decide to follow Jesus. 

Grow up!  That is the message of Paul.  This is not about you when it comes to public worship.  You 

can do some of that in private.  Public worship is about the person who walks in the door.  Grow up!  Paul 

does not mince words.  I think he loved the Corinthian sisters and brothers, and they loved him enough 

they trusted each other to tell it like it was.  Not all relationships can handle that.  

I don’t think how we do church is how the Corinthians did.  Check out verse 26.  Everyone in the 

service would come with a song, some instruction, a prophecy, a tongue, or an interpretation.  This was not 

to be shared in a jumble.  Things needed to be orderly. 

No speaking in tongues without interpretation.  When a prophet speaks it should be several, not 

one, and each of the congregation should weigh what they say carefully.  In other words, just because 

someone says they have a prophecy does not mean what they say is true.  We need to be wise and let the 

Spirit help with discernment.  

If you are standing up to say something and someone sitting down has a revelation, the one sitting 

down gets the floor first.  The standing person should sit down.  I wondered about that.  Why was that 

important?   

I did a bit of research on that.  Women did not stand in those assemblies.  Men of lower-class status 

did not either.  Only men of an upper class did.  They could keep the floor so long as they stood.  Paul was 

pretty radical in the context of the day in giving everyone in the church a voice.  So, if a woman or someone 



of lower-class had a revelation and they were sitting, the man standing had to give way.  Imagine a church 

giving space to folks that way. 

We don’t do church that way today.  Maybe we should.  It would be very different, very new.  We 

would, I think, have the same temptations as the Corinthians to get a bit out of control.  Which is why Paul 

wrote chapter 14.  

Worship must be orderly.  “God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations 

of the Lord’s people.” (verse 33) 

        Verses 34 + 35 are the verses that cause the most difficulty in the church.  They seem to tell women to 

be silent in church.  If they have questions, talk to the husbands at home. It is a disgrace for a woman to 

speak in church. 

        This does not seem to make sense.  For several chapters we have heard about everyone prophesying 

and speaking in tongues.  Men and women are both speaking out in these ways.  Now women are to be 

quiet?  These verses seem out of context, almost as if they do not belong in this chapter. 

        There are times some texts are puzzling.  This is one.  When I am puzzled, I go back to some basic 

assumptions.  First, Biblical Theology says we take the text as we receive it.  That means I do not go down 

the rabbit trails of speculating if the text was added later or should not be here.  It is in chapter 14 and will 

be considered as an integral part of the text. 

Second, Scripture is the inspired Word of God, so my challenge is to understand it in that 

context.  In this case, I have gone to ‘The Believers Church Bible Commentary’ for help.  The Commentary 

suggests Paul did not oppose women in worship.  There is clear evidence in Philippians 4:2-3 among other 

texts showing Paul supported women in leadership in the church. 1 Corinthians 11:2-11 says women are 

prophesying in worship.  Galatians 3:28 says there are no longer male and female in Christ.  

        So, what was Paul getting at?  One answer is to understand how Paul writes.  When he wants to make 

a particular point, he often makes a statement and follows it with another statement that suggests the first 

is a quote he received with which he does not agree.  

In this case, in verse 36, Paul scolds the Corinthians asking them if the Word of God originated 

with them?  Clearly it did not.  Seems they were interpreting it as experts when they were not.  

In the context of the fact Paul did support women as active participants in worship, I understand 

verses 34-35 as a quoting back to some of the Corinthians their problem of not letting women be active.  

Another article I consulted, by Chesna Hinkley, also takes the text as it is given.  She focuses on the 

cultural context of the day.  Corinth had a significant worship of Bacchus.  In worship to Bacchus folks 

would get out of control and go into ecstasy and drunken worship.  The Corinthian church already had 

problems with this getting drunk during communion. 

Women were at the centre of Bacchus worship.  Hinkley suggests this might have been a reason for 

women to exhibit more self control in Christian worship. 

I appreciate both perspectives.  What I do know is Paul did support women participating in 

worship and I am trying to find out what he meant by these two verses.  Cultural context makes sense to 

me because it is how I have had to live my life.  

  

Feet-in-the-Dirt 

  

        Order in worship can quickly become restraint and binding.  Our discomfort with exhortations or 

prophecy or speaking in tongues can result in trying to control them out of our uneasiness with these gifts. 



        We also do not want worship to go too long.  Pastors spend a lot of time orchestrating timing, how 

much time for a sermon or music or prayer and how to control free sharing.  And if we let it just be wide 

open, will there be certain folks who dominate, and others cannot get a word in?  But we all have things to 

do, so keep it to an hour and a bit.  Paul did not keep the clock that way.  He talked until one young man 

fell out the window!  

        Having said that, Paul did understand the problem of order and some dominating free sharing.  He set 

out some guidelines to give everyone the opportunity to participate.  

        We do not need to be apprehensive about emotion and freedom to share a word in our services.  We 

do need order, but we do not need to have it so tightly controlled we are bound up in the order and stifle 

the gift.  

        I can imagine someone visiting our church and hearing a word of encouragement.  I can imagine 

someone attending for the first time hearing an admonition to love deeper.  I can imagine what they would 

feel if someone was speaking in tongues with interpretation.  Can you imagine someone standing up 

stopping when someone sitting had a prophecy, a word from God?  How liberating would that be? 

        Now transpose that to your personal life and ask the same questions.  Can we imagine someone in 

conversation with us hearing some encouragement?  Can we imagine a brother or sister in Christ hearing 

we love them and are praying for their growth?  Can we imagine someone knowing we are listening to 

them and really hearing them? 

        Worship is when we get together, but it is also when we are one-on-one with someone.  Worship is a 

way of life.  I wonder if that is what we can add during Lent 2021?  Can we make worship the way we 

live?  Sunday gatherings are important, but it is 1/7 of a week.  What is our worship the other 6/7?  

        On Valentine’s Day we remember a life of loving 7/7 days.  Can we not do the same thing with 

Lent?  After all, we are to love the Lord our God with all we have 7/7 days of the week, 365/365 days of the 

year, till the day we are called home to heaven.  We are called to love our neighbour in the same way.  Why 

not live a life of worship that is a daily habit of loving and growing?  

        Happy Valentine’s Day.  Blessed Lent.  Joyful Worship. 

        The Lord be with you.   
 
Terry Sawatsky 
Pastor, Friends Community Church 
Carman, MB 
 


