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 This week is going to be mostly ‘Feet-in-the-Dirt’.  Chapters 1 and 2 of 1 Corinthians set the 

table.  We have spent several weeks thinking about division, unity and what unites the church.  When 

we speak of unity in the church history tells us sooner or later the shadow of division and conflict will 

rise up.  The church is after all a hospital for sinners more than a collection of saints.   

 Let’s not get discouraged by this.  Rather, growing in faith, maturing in our understanding and 

practice of our faith means we face the future straight up knowing 3 things.  (1) Jesus says his yoke is 

not too heavy.  (2) Jesus sent us the Spirit to guide, comfort, intercede and in general be a part of our 

everyday lives. (3) Jesus says his grace is enough.   

 With those three things in mind we are going to look at 2 questions today.  We know the Spirit 

is linked directly to God’s wisdom.  We know a healthy Christian life must therefore be directly linked 

to the Spirit.  The 1st question now is how do I connect to the Spirit?  The second question how do I 

know I am living in the Spirit?   

Step 1:  Have I been properly birthed:  The 1st step in answering these questions is to check if we 

have I been properly birthed.  John 3:16 tells us to really know is to know from birth.   ‘Knowing’ needs 

to be rooted in the deepest part of our experience, which is our re-birth, or born again.  God intends us 

to have that knowledge at our re-birth.   
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The problem is we often do not have that full experience from the go.  David Pawson, a 

favourite bible teacher of mine, made the observation that Christians are often poorly birthed; birthed 

yes, but poorly.  

We can find an example of this in Acts 19.  Paul goes to Ephesus.  He encounters believers 

and asks them if they received the Holy Spirit when they became believers.  Their answer was “no, we 

have not heard of the Spirit”, which confirms to Paul a deficit in their experience, in their ‘birthing’.  He 

rectifies the problem by baptizing them in the Spirit. 

The point I take from this story is it is not new to have insufficient information when we become 

believers.  It does not negate our new birth.  We are believers.  Without the knowledge of the Spirit 

however, we are limited in our growth as Christians.    

Step 2:  Creating space and inviting the Spirit to fill it:  If you, like me, did not have this full 

understanding given to us when we became believers, there is no need to despair.  There is deeper joy 

ahead once the problem is resolved.   Our birth might be incomplete, but God’s grace handles that just 

fine.   

If you feel incomplete in faith, if you feel the Spirit has not been part of your life or if you feel 

the presence of the Spirit but you have kept it at a distance, the practical solution is to create space in 

your life for the Spirit to fill.   The 2nd step is to invite the Spirit to fill that space.  This is a prayer of 

silence; a prayer of simply creating empty space in your heart and soul.   

That can be unsettling.  For those who find it hard to trust, creating that empty space can be 

scary.  For those of us who like to be busy and multi-task, this may feel awkward and uncomfortable.  It 

does require some discipline.  Creating of space and inviting the Spirit to fill it will have results if we 

stick to it.    



3 
 

It is also good to seek out folks you can trust that you know live in the Spirit.  They will know, 

through the wisdom of the Spirit, when to be silent and when to speak. They will know through the 

Spirit how to best help you take the steps to living in the Spirit.  

If you are already experiencing living in the Spirit you already know this is not a one-time 

experience.  It is continual growth.  It is a lifetime journey to give more space to the Spirit.  

 I do not want anyone to doubt their new birth experience because of what I am saying here.  

When we believe we believe.  It is a wonderful moment in our lives.  I am simply saying our growth in 

wisdom is so directly linked to the Spirit, that if that is not clear and active in our lives, we need to make 

some changes to give wisdom a change to grow.   

Step 3:  Gift of the Spirit are Gifts:   I have intentionally not spoken of specific gifts of the Spirit.  

We will be talking about those further on in 1 Corinthians.  There is a danger in wanting specific gifts 

and craving them.  There is a danger in envy of those who have those gifts.  None of that is of the 

Spirit.  Envy and craving are tools used to quench and block the Spirit.   

We are to created space and invite the Spirit in.  After that he Spirit determines which gifts we 

need at specific times.  Gifts are gifts.  We are to wait on the giver to give and not be demanding.  We 

create space and trust the infilling of the Spirit and the gift(s) that come with that.   How that shows in 

your life is unique to you.  That unique relationship cannot show and grow through the gift the Spirit 

puts in our lives unless we each give the space for it to flourish.   

A friend spoke with me about their discouragement.  They had asked for at least one of the 

gifts of prophecy, speaking-in-tongues or dream discernment.  Nothing came.  She thought maybe the 

gift God gave her was love, and she was resigned to live with that.  At her funeral, the gift she had of 

love was spoken of over and over again.  God did not intend for her to have those other gifts.  She was 

to love.  Near her death she spoke of her shame that she was so demanding of God instead of letting 

God direct and guide and give her the gift that was most useful for the person God had created her to 

be.  It was a lesson learned. 

Step 4:  I know I am living in the Spirit by results:   The person I spoke about in the paragraph above 

was Inuit.  When I went north I was going to save the ‘poor’ folks, including the person I just spoke of.  I 

had not met her yet, but I was going to save the ‘poor’ folks of the North. 
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   I am not proud of that.  My attitudes were patronizing, colonial and bigoted.  I was making some 

pretty harsh assumptions of them and some lofty assumptions of myself.  I had answers before even 

getting there. 

 The irony is that I discovered folks living in the Spirit among the ‘poor’ I went to save.  How did 

they see through my egotistical and bigoted attitudes?  The answer is the wisdom of the Spirit.  The 

Spirit spoke directly to them about me and what I needed to change.  The wisdom of the Spirit gave 

them the gift of patience, directness, caring and love that built trust and gave me space for God to be 

clear about what I needed to change in my life.   

 Why did I listen to them?  It came down to their approach, their attitude towards life and 

towards me.  They were not prepared to accept my attitudes, but they were called in the Spirit to see 

me as a real person, and in consequence I began to see them the same way. 

I Corinthians 13 captures their wisdom in the Spirit:   

 Always begin with the love that is the core of the message of Jesus.  Without that it is nothing.  

These folks understood that, and they loved me just because the Spirit, the wisdom of God 

was their guide.   

 Love was practical.  Spirit filled wisdom meant they were patient, kind, protective, trusting, 

hopeful, and persevered.  Imagine how folks who experienced my arrogant attitude towards them 

could be patient with me, kind and trusting.  Above all, trusting makes no logical sense.  They 

did not shun me, but persevered so I could see the wisdom they had in the Spirit.   

o One of the lessons in their patience was the fact I as a sinner saved by grace could not 

say I was not a racist.  I was a recovering racist.  My attitudes were too deeply ingrained 

from childhood.  In the Spirit I can be different.  Without the Spirit I cannot.    

 The fact I can see but dimly is reflected in the need for the Spirit.  If I see dimly who sees 

clearly?   It can only be God in his wisdom, through the Spirit.  That is a lesson for which I am so 

grateful.  These folks, who had every right to reject me as racist and bigoted, knew all of us 

together can only see a reflection.  One day we will see it face-to-face.  Now we know in part, 

and the ways love is shown in the Spirit are intended to help us in the life of that reflection.  

One day we will all know fully, but till then, love as fully as we can. 
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Chapters 1 and 2 of 1 Corinthians must be practical and down-to-earth for each of us who claim to 

be believers.  In our limitations of love; in our limitations of wisdom, God gives us such a wonderful gift 

of the Spirit.  It takes us beyond the limits of human relationships to places of healing and joy we can 

just dimly imagine.  This gift gives us ways through the barriers that block so much of the world. It is the 

way through racism.  It is the way through arrogance.   

The practical way forward is to simply give more space to the Spirit.  Invite the Spirit into that 

space.  If that increases your love and caring for folks, particularly those you don’t like, you know the 

Spirit is at work.  If that is not happening, step back and give more space to the Spirit.  We can trust 

the Spirit will work.  After all, that is the promise of Jesus.  I am sending the Spirit was his promise.  

Claim that promise in your life. 

The Lord be with you. 

COMMUNITY TIME:  Sunday September 20, 2020 

 Thankful for God wonderful creation and the colors of Autumn 

 Anna – pain management 

 Jerri – Ann – recovery from dental surgery 

 Thankful for what we have been given 

 Wednesday Group – Hebrews – 10-11:15 

 Men’s Coffee – Tuesday + Thursday at 10 

 Ministerial – Carman, Roland, Graysville, Roseisle – at our church Wednesday at 2pm 

 MB Southern Pastors’ Group – Thursday 11 am (includes pastors from Newton, Elm 

Creek, Carman, Morden, Winkler, Altona) 


