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1 Corinthians 7.2 

Relationships in Context 

November 18, 2020 

  

 Last week we focused on the specific problems of folks in the Corinthian 

church.  We are going to continue with that this week by adding a bit about how 

Paul viewed life in general.   

 Paul lived life in a tension.  He wandered from town to town.  Some places he 

went he was welcomed.  Other places he was beat up or thrown in prison.  A few 

times he was run out of town. 

 Paul’s tension was his view of life; the way he lived.  On the one hand he 

wanted folks to live holy and ethical lives.  On the other hand he believed Jesus’s 

return was right around the next corner.  Do we plan for a future?  Do we dream 

about love and family and relationships?   

 The reality is followers of Jesus live life in the tension of wanting a good life 

and planning for it while on the other hand knowing Jesus is coming back again 

and wanting it soon, but not knowing if that is how it will be.  What we do in the 

middle of that informs how we live. 

 A Salvation Army officer working in the east-end of Vancouver, a tough 

neighbourhood, describes it like having our ticket to heaven and being in the 

waiting room ready to board the flight.  The flight is delayed, and so from time-to-
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time folks sent someone out as a missionary to fill a few more spaces on the plane.  

The point of the story was simply this is a bad way to live life as a Christian.   

 What she was advocating was to get out of the waiting room and live with 

folks and get to know them and see if the message of Jesus could penetrate the 

worlds they lived in.  That world had all the questions the Corinthians asked and 

then some.   

 That tension is what Paul lived.  And in that tension he answered the 

questions sent to him by his brothers and sisters-in-Christ in Corinth.  What was his 

advice?  Check of chapter 7:17 + 20: “Each person should live as a believer in whatever 

situation the Lord has assigned to them; just as God has called them . . . Each person 

should remain in the situation they were in when God called them.”   

 If you can, do the best with what you have right now.  Don’t make many 

changes.  But if you can’t, if you want to plan ahead, there are some things that are 

ok and some that are not.    

 “About your questions” says Paul, “these are my thoughts.”  And he begins to 

answer the questions he has been asked.  Understand Paul knows the words of 

Jesus about marriages in Matthew 22:  “At the resurrection people will neither marry 

nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.” Here is the tension 

we are speaking of.  When Jesus returns, there will be no marriages.  What to do 

today in the here-and-now? 

 

1. For married folks, as have a good, healthy marriage.  You are already in a 

relationship, so keep it holy and healthy.  That is the gist of the first eight 

verses.  (Question:  Should married folks abstain from sex to get more wisdom?)   
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2. For those not yet married or those whose partner has died, it would be best to 

stay unmarried.  But if the desire to be married is strong, it is better to marry 

than be frustrated. (Question:  I am single, I want to get married.  Do I have to 

stay single?) 

3. If you are single because your partner died, only marry again to a believer.  

(My partner died and I want to get married again. Who should I consider and 

who should I say no to?) 

4. For the married where both are followers of Jesus, don’t separate.  Divorce 

should not happen between Christians.  If it does, stay single.  (I have serious 

problems in my marriage.  We are both Christians.  Can we split up? Or, I am 

divorced and remarried, what now?) 

5. For those married to someone who does not believe in Jesus, stay faithful in 

your marriage.  Your life as a believer has a huge impact on your life partner.  

If they choose to leave the relationship because you are a believer, do not 

oppose them.  (Can I walk out of a marriage because my partner is a non-

believer?  Can they walk out because I am?) 

6. For the unmarried, if you are engaged, honour that engagement.  If you are 

not, try to stay single. (Should I stay single?  Should I break my engagement?) 

7. If you are a slave, as a believer in Jesus you are not a slave.  It is good to try for 

your freedom but it is good too to remain a slave.  (I am a slave but I am an 

equal in the church, apparently.  What do I do?)  
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Feet-in-the-Dirt 

  

 Practically, I think that means I shouldn’t watch the Hallmark Channel movie 

that was recently filmed in Carman.  It’s all about falling in love and happily-ever-

after and moving ahead with life.  Well, not so much.  I plan to watch it to see if I 

know anyone who acted in the movie.   

 Besides, I don’t think that is what Paul is getting at.  The way I see it, and you 

can debate this, is life is about relationships.  From early on in creation God said it 

was not good for us to be alone and created a second person.  Relationships are not 

just sexual.  They are mostly about trust and friendship and hurt and healing and 

forgiving and asking for forgiveness.  That has been the history of relationships 

since Adam and Eve. 

 Happily ever after is a lot of work.  For a Christian ultimate happiness is being 

in heaven.  Paul has seen too much of life to think everything is happily-ever-after.  

The relationship questions he answers are about the challenges of those 

relationships.  He doesn’t recommend the waiting room in the airport we spoke of 

earlier, nor does he think slavery is ok.  He knows there is lots of loneliness.  He 

knows marriages that are in trouble are hard on folks.  He knows we don’t go into 

marriage so we can divorce.   

 Paul knew getting engaged was a happy time.  Not necessarily; maybe for 

many, but not all.  Arranged or forced marriages start with a problem even before 

the marriage happens.  Corinth had its share of these, as does any society.  I can 

recall a young woman up in front of a church forced to confess she was pregnant 

and not married.  The pressure to get married was intense.  The question whether 
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they were compatible was secondary.  Mom and dad did not want to be wife and 

husband.    That is an arranged marriage and we need not go to another part of the 

world for an example.  That it worked out was because of something we will talk 

about in a few seconds. 

 Paul was not condemning folks who were divorced. He was recognizing the 

pain of it.  Paul was not supporting slavery.  He wanted the slave to be free, but also 

to recognize he was already free in Christ.    

 The tension between Jesus coming soon and living life was very real, and Paul 

tried to speak into that tension.  We live that tension today.  Sometimes we sweep 

problems under the carpet because after all, Jesus will be here soon, so let’s just 

endure for a bit longer.   

 Sometimes we send folks back to relationships that are damaging because 

after all, is that not what Paul said?  Sometimes we point fingers at others saying 

they have broken the rules of the church. 

 Sin is very real, but using chapter 7 of 1 Corinthians as a rule book is to misuse 

Paul’s words.  This is not about condemning others, but understanding the power of 

grace.     

 In 2 Corinthians Paul tells us Jesus said to him.  “My grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  How did that couple forced into 

marriage because of a pregnancy work out?  They are in a healthy strong marriage 

today not because they were forced to marry but in spite of it.  They are good 

because they discovered the grace of Jesus in their weak marriage, and built on that 

grace.   
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 Christmas is soon here.  In Luke 2 we read the following:  “The Child continued 

to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon 

Him.” Jesus grew in wisdom and God’s grace was upon him.   

 It is that grace Paul speaks of – the grace of God that works in our weakness if 

we let it.  That grace takes whatever situation you find yourself in today and makes 

it better.  That grace tells us we have second and third chances, because Jesus died 

for us, because God loved us he sent his Son, not to judge but to save. 

 If we let that grace guide us we get somewhere special and beautiful.  Until 

Jesus comes again, let’s commit ourselves to grow in grace and wisdom in our 

relationships.  Let’s let that grace grow so we treat each other with kindness and 

love and respect.  Out of that grace let’s honour each other as brother and sister, and 

wife as husband as friend.  If we need to point fingers lets point it at ourselves and 

out of that understanding of grace for me, grow in our grace for each other. 

 The bible gives us lots of guidance in how to live our lives.  It also tells us we 

all fail.  The way forward is by grace, the grace of Jesus who in love gave his life for 

us.  We can have a bit of that grace and share that with folks around us.  After all, we 

are created to be in relationship.  Grace makes a difference. 

 The Lord be with you 

 

 


