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1 Corinthians 

Fall 2020 

 

Introduction 

Dear friends, sisters and brothers in Christ 

 
Right off the top let me say our consideration of 1 Corinthians will be practical.  Where it is 

important to provide historical context, we will do so.  Where it is important to understand the kind of 

writing this letter is, we will work at that.  But we will do so from the points-of-view of being practical.  

What did the letter say to the folks in Corinth when it was written?  What does it say to us today in 

2020?   

To do that, I am borrowing an idea from the ‘Believers’ Church Bible Commentary Series’.  

At various points in the Commentary there is a section “The Text in the Life of the Church”.   

Another way of saying that is what is the practical application for the church today?  Our section will 

be titled ‘Feet in the Dirt’.   

 Writing will be distributed each week that goes along with the Sunday teaching, which is 

videoed.  Sunday teaching will focus on one element of the text for that Sunday.  The writing will be a 

bit more extensive.  That is to say, there will be the same text, but the Sunday a.m. and the writing will 

not be identical.     

 My writing is a letter to you.  Letters are not intended to be one-way communication.  1 

Corinthians is likely one of 4 letters between Paul and the Corinthians.  We have 2 in the Bible, but 

there are hints of others.  In other words, there were letters back and forth.  I am hoping you will feel 

free to answer what I write from time-to-time.  If you could take a little time to write back, it would do me 

good.   
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Chapter: Paul + Daniel – Two Sides of the Same Coin 

September 13, 2020 

 
 To start-off, get your bible and turn to Daniel chapter 1.  What does Daniel have to do with 1 

Corinthians?  Bear with me for a little bit. 

Daniel begins with the story of Nebuchadnezzar and Jehoiakim.   The first was a powerful king, 

the second not so much.  The outcome of their conflict was victory for Nebuchadnezzar.   To put the 

stamp of domination on the whole thing, Neb took important material from Jeh’s (I was tempted to use 

the nickname ‘Kim’ but thought that might be politically problematic in our current climate) temple and 

put it in the temple of his god.  The message was clear.  My god is greater than yours. 

On top of that, he took the finest young men in the Jewish kingdom and brought them into exile.  

For 3 years they were trained in his culture and religion.  They were given the best wine and food.  

Their names were changed to fit his culture.  The end result would be their service to him.  In other 

words, he was doing the proverbial wining and dining to break them from their way-of-life.   

Daniel, one of the young men, resolved he would not give in.  When he asked permission to eat 

his own food according to his customs, he was reluctantly given a test.  After 10 days he was healthier 

than some of the others who ate the ‘royal’ food.  Out of that, to Daniel and 3 of his friends who 

followed his example, God gave gifts of knowledge and understanding.  To Daniel he added the gift of 

understanding dreams and visions.   

What is the point of this remarkable story for 1 Corinthians?  What does that have to do with 

our lives in September 2020?   I ask your indulgence and a bit of patience.  We will get to the second 

question a bit later.  As for the 1st question, for the folks in Corinth, specifically the followers of 

Jesus, it had everything to do with it.  Daniel and his friends were in exile.    Back home, before they 

were taken away, everyone worshiped openly and in the same way.  Everyone went to the synagogue.  

They all spoke the same language.  Their music and style of sharing Scripture was the same for 

everyone.  Life was regulated by church leaders.  Everyone knew what to do and what was expected.  

Visitors fit in to their way-of-life. 

In exile Daniel and his friends no longer had that safety.  There was no way-of-life they could 

take for granted.  They worshipped in secret. They were re-educated, given different food, different 

namesand pushed to follow a different religion.   
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The Jewish community in Corinth were in a similar situation.  They were a minority.  The 

Romans controlled their home country.  The Romans controlled Corinth.  As long as the Jews 

behaved they would be overlooked.  They could practice their religion on private, but heaven help you 

if your religion caused any unrest or economic downturn.    

Like the Babylon of Daniel’s time, the Corinth when Paul was living was an active, energetic 

city of great diversity.  Both were trade centres and transportation hubs.  Babylon worshipped what 

the king did.  So did Corinth.  In Corinth there may have been different religions, but economic 

prosperity was the idol.  That was the religion 

Most folks in Corinth were freed men and women who had been slaves.  In their freedom they 

saw an opportunity to make some money; to set up businesses.  They saw a future and they were 

aggressively chasing it.  With more money came bigger homes and expensive wine.  With more money 

came enemies and competition.  With more money came possibilities for the future, and they were not 

going to be denied.  

Where there is business and money to be made, there are also slaves.  Corinth had many.  It was 

how the economy worked.  Slavery has always been about economics.  Prices could be less if labour 

costs were less and what better way to do that than with slaves. 

Into that community wandered a preacher, a Jewish missionary named Paul.   (The story is in 

Acts 18.)  Paul arrived and found two refugees from Rome, a couple named Aquila and Priscilla and 

ended up staying with them, paying his way by making tents.   

Being Jewish by birth, he naturally sought out the synagogue.  Paul was a New Testament 

Daniel in many ways, but with a twist.  Daniel was faithful to the God of the Old Testament.  He 

prophesied of the coming Messiah.  Paul was on the flip-side of that prophecy.  He was also faithful to 

the God of the Old Testament, but he came with the message the Messiah had arrived.   

 The message split the Jewish community.  Some believed and some did not.  Things got rather 

heated and Paul we are told suffered abuse at the hands of those who did not want to hear his 

message.  Some of Paul’s writing is not very diplomatic, and I am guessing that contributed to the 

conflict.   

So what did he do?  He shattered the religious protocols.  He shook off the dust of the 

community in a ritual parting-of-the-ways and went to the non-Jews with the message. The implication 

of that action was the Jewish cultural way of religion would no longer dominate in the new group, a 
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group that we call the church.  Paul rejected anything that would not accept the Messiah.  The irony is 

Daniel would have done the same thing.   

As the story continues, Paul went to stay with a local believer named Justus.  Some others who 

believed his message went with him.    Led by the leader of the synagogue, a man named Sosthenes the 

folks who stayed in the synagogue took him to court, charging him with breaking the Roman law by 

saying there was only one God.  Not wanting to get into the debate, the judge told them to settle their 

own problems.  So what did they do?  They turned on Sosthenes and beat him. 

 Out of this grew a church.  In the 1st letter to the Corinthians Paul names Aquila, Priscilla, 

Crispus, Justus, Stephanas and his household, and a few others Paul could not remember by name.   

He talks about the man in an incestuous relationship, folks frequenting prostitutes, others in law suits 

against each other and still others getting drunk during communion.  All this was happening inside the 

church; a young church learning how to live out the words of Jesus.   

 It is to this church Paul wrote.   His first words are: 

 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

 

This is from a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother named Sosthenes.  Is this the same one 

that took him to court and got beat for his pains?  We are not sure, but Paul mentions him so he must be 

important.  Our best guess is he is the same person. If as synagogue leader he became a follower of 

Jesus likely he would have had to leave Corinth.   

 Paul, Sosthenes and the folks in Corinth all know there is a reason for this letter.  To get to 

that, Paul is making sure the relationship is not only intact, but that it can handle disagreement.  How 

does he do that?  He gives a blessing and thanks.  He blesses them with grace and peace.  He thanks 

God because they have received the grace of Jesus.  He tells them they have grown in every way – 

speech, knowledge and in their testimony.  They have all the spiritual gifts and they are eagerly waiting 

for Jesus to come again.   

 There is a hint of what is to come in these words.  Paul assures them that while they wait for 

Jesus to come again, God will keep them faithful so they can be blameless before God on that Day of 

Judgment.  We are left asking if they are indeed blameless.   

 The table is set.  What is the problem?  I would think they all know what it is.   There is division.  

The church is not united in what they say and do.  Let’s remember they did not have a New 
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Testament.  Nor did some of them follow the Old Testament.  They were not all Jews, nor was their 

worship Jewish.  What they had was Paul’s time with them and the teachings of other leaders.    

Quite naturally they had preferences.  Some liked Apollos, others Cephus, others Paul.  All 

of these were recognized leaders.  Cephus was Peter.  Paul was Paul and Apollos was a known 

missionary.  It was a natural problem.  A young church looking for leadership gravitates to certain 

individuals and the arguments begin.  

 Paul makes it crystal clear this is wrong.  This is the church of Jesus. He is the only one who 

died for their sins.   Paul is grateful he only baptized Crispus and Gaius.  Well, maybe not just them – 

He did baptize Stephanas and his household too and maybe others I do not remember.  What a 

personal letter!  

But, the point Paul says, is I was not sent to baptize but to preach the Gospel, and not with big 

words so that the power of Christ shows in the simplicity of things.  None of the folks mentioned 

(Peter or Apollos or Paul) are Jesus and if anyone puts a name in front of Jesus they are making a 

mistake. 

 

Feet in the Dirt 

 

 I raised the question earlier “what is God asking of us in 2020”?  A few things come to mind 

after considering this 1st chapter.  The 1st is why we put any name in front of Jesus in how we identify 

ourselves.  Are we Mennonite or Pentecostal or Anglican or Catholic or Baptist or United Church 

or Christian Reform Christians?  If we are Paul is roundly criticizing us.   

 As with Paul or Peter or Apollos, the teachers are not the problem here.  The folks who 

preached and taught in the past came with the intent of sharing the Gospel.  The problem is when we 

as a church, when I as an individual identify myself as anything else than a follower of Jesus Christ.   

 The Corinthian church was struggling with their identity as a group.  They were not Jewish or 

Greek or Roman.  They were a motley crew that came together because they heard the message of 

Jesus and believed.   

  A 2nd thought is an extension of the 1st thought, a ‘wondering’; a  wondering if part of what 

God is asking us during COVID is to look at our identity carefully and burn away what prefaces 

Jesus in any way.  Timothy Keller who has been a long-time pastor in New York City said in a recent 
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podcast that his sense is 90% of the churches in North America are not responding to COVID by 

asking God what we need to learn.  Mr. Keller is a firm believer in protocols so this is not about that 

side of things.   His questions have to do with why we are so intent on getting back to the normal of 

yesterday?  What is God asking us to change?  What is God asking us to refine? 

 Daniel and his buddies were being forced to abandon their culture and religion.  They needed 

to decide what they would do with that.  Some places in the world experience precisely what Daniel 

did.  The church is flourishing in those places. 

 In North America we are more like Corinth.  Our god is so often the economy.  Within the 

church that is often as powerful as outside the church.  There is nothing wrong with having wealth.  

That is not the issue.  It is the worship of wealth that is the problem.  When wealth becomes a god we 

are in trouble.  We become the modern day church of Corinth.    

 Unlike Paul and the folks in Corinth, we are not being persecuted in North America for our 

faith.  Could be I am wrong and I would like to hear your perspective on that.  It’s just that if we were it 

would look different.  Are we being persecuted because of our advocacy for those who are poor?   

Jesus asked us to care for the poor.  Are we being persecuted because we advocate for racial justice?  

Are we being persecuted because of our concern for immigrants?  Jesus asks us to care for them.   

We are commanded to love God first and then love our neighbour out of that love.  Sin, I think, 

is our lack of love.  Even the Gifts of the Spirit are hollow without love.   

‘Feet in the Dirt’ is about opinions and ideas.  It’s about the Bible speaking to me in a very 

personal way.  What does 1 Corinthians chapter 1 say to you?  It would be great if you would make 

this a conversation, a way of talking together.  Let’s do that in Jesus’ name.   

My last thought has to do with differences of opinion.  Paul dealt with that by assuring the folks 

hearing his letter he loved them and considered them sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ.  It shows the 

kind of love that handles conflict and differences.  I say the same to you.  I know and love you folks and 

know the love of Jesus is the core of what we do. 

The Lord be with you.    

 


