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1 Corinthians 4 

Leadership #2 - Invited into Wisdom 

October 15, 2020 

  

 All letters of Paul, without exception, are invitations into wisdom.  I often get discouraged 

by Paul’s standards.  They seem unattainable on a personal level, never mind in leadership.  I 

talking about that discouragement with some folks who I consider to be wise, I have noted 4 

dangers in how I approach what Paul is saying.    

1. The 1st danger is settling for ‘milk’; settling for a level of faith and commitment which feels 

right for the level of maturity I have.  In chapter 3 of 1 Corinthians we stressed the need to 

go to the ‘milk’ at the beginning of every day; to start each day fresh.  There is a parallel 

here to addictions.  Each day is a new day, and at the beginning of each new day there is the 

recognition that on this new day, I am a recovering alcoholic.  That is the ‘milk’ stage. 

 

With reference to Paul’s perspective on wisdom, beginning each day knowing I am a 

recovering sinner is important for me.  It means I go back to basics each morning; and not 

just each morning, but each time I am in a situation of influence; when I can potentially 

influence someone else.   

  

The problem is settling.  If I settle for the ‘milk’ phase, I stop my recovery from sin.  I need 

to trust God in his wisdom to take me deeper into my Christian life so I can both continue 

recovery and be of more positive influence to others. If I settle for ‘milk’ that influence is 

superficial, without the substance needed for life outside the bubble of my ‘milk’.  
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2. The 2nd danger is discouragement.  The fact I am a recovering sinner hovers over me all the 

time.  It can overwhelm me if I let it.  Sometimes it is ego – too much confidence in 

experience or education.  When that fails I am discourage.  Other times it is being 

confronted by a situation which takes me back to childhood wounds I believe have been 

healed.  That can be very discouraging too. Either way, I get critical of myself wondering 

why I have not let God heal; why I let my ego get in the way.   

 

3. The 3rd and 4th dangers are two sides of the same coin; a coin called “look at me”.  On the 

one side is false humility.  Humility in its true form is something Christians should strive 

for.  False humility however, does not emphasis God but ‘me’.  It strives for folks to look at 

me because after all I am the most humble.  On the other side of the coin is false pride.  It 

too asks folks to “look at me”.  See what a good Christians I am.  False pride is arrogance.  

There is as much danger in a Christian with false humility as in an arrogant Christian.   

 

 Paul was arrogant.  He watched and approved when Stephen was stoned to death.  Paul 

does not seem to suffer from false humility, yet the fact he talks about pride and humility so much 

leads me to wonder if he too felt unqualified.  How would someone who arrested and killed 

Christians be qualified to be a missionary?    

 What Paul does, over and over again, is invite us into wisdom; a wisdom which transcends 

it all.  It is not Paul’s human wisdom, but the wisdom God has given him as he grew in his walk 

with God.  God gave Paul what he needed to not only survive, but to thrive. 

 In I Corinthians the call to wisdom is in chapter 2:12-13: 

What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 

understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by 

human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 

words. 
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In church, when we talked about 1 Corinthians chapter 3 we talked about an approach to 

leadership which was not a straight line from newly Christian to mature Christian.  The analogy 

was milk at the beginning to solids to steak + potatoes.  We expect leaders in the church to have a 

certain level of maturity.  They should not be on a steady diet of milk.  It looks sort of like this: 

 

      Milk                   Solids                   Steak + Potatoes 

 

  

 I don’t think in straight lines.  My life looks more like this: 

 

                                                                                    Solids - Steak 

 

       Milk       

           

What is the same in both models is the fact if we stay at the milk level we never mature in 

our faith.  We become shallow Christians.  We are Christians, but we are not growing deeper in 

wisdom.  That is where 1 Corinthians 4 enters the picture.  This chapter takes us well beyond milk 

into the solids of a maturing Christian life.   

Chapter 4 speaks to maturity.  It was, it seems, important to be a follower of someone 

important.  In the church in Corinth, Paul names himself and a few others.  “This is how you ought 

to regard us. We are servants of Christ entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed.” (v.1)   

Stop saying you are followers of Paul or Apollos (or Menno Simons or John Wesley or John 

Calvin or Joel Osteen or . . .) If we are leaders in the church we are only servants to whom God has 

revealed some mysteries; not all mysteries, but some. 

In addition we are servants given a responsibility.  “It is required that those who have been 

given a trust must prove faithful. (v. 2)   
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How do we know we are doing the job well?  It’s not your judgement that matters, nor is it 

your responsibility to judge what I do, says Paul.  I am not innocent, and will be judged for that, 

but not by you.  That is God’s responsibility.   

Maturing as a Christian means less judgement of others.  We often see it quite the opposite.  

We trust church leaders to make judgements about who is in and who is out.  Paul says our 

motives will be judged.  In our judgements we are human and there is much that is hidden.  It is 

that which God will judge.     

Paul then calls the church out.  From verses 6 – 13 he says the folks in the church in Corinth 

have become “puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the other.”  You are full of false 

pride and arrogance.   

As I apply the next 7 verses, they tell me if I have been properly birthed as a Christian I am 

rich.  I have access to faith no matter what happens.  I have access to hope for everyday life and for 

life after death.  I have access to wisdom if I let the Spirit work.   

Want to know who we really are, the ones you are either calling down?   You what to reign?  

You want to lead and cut us off?  Here is who we are:  I wish you were.   

We (apostles) are fools for Christ and you are wise in Christ.  We have been made a spectacle 

to the whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings. We are fools for Christ, but you are so 

wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honoured, we are dishonoured! To this very 

hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated; we are homeless. We work 

hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when 

we are slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the 

world—right up to this moment. 

 

This is what leadership is; fools for Christ, weak, dishonoured, homeless, brutally treated, 

hungry and thirsty working with our own hands for our support.  You on the other hand say you 

are wise, strong, honoured, and by implication have good clothes, lots of food, and nice homes.   

What Paul is doing should bring shame to the church.   
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It is what Paul expects.  He answers the question straight up.  “I am writing this not to 

shame you but to warn you as my dear children.” (v.14) Paul knows some will be angry when they 

hear his words.  Most should feel shame, but let’s be honest, shame is a hard one, and most of the 

time we justify or get angry before we admit to shame. 

 

I am writing this as your father through the Gospel.  Even if you had ten thousand guardians 

in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 

Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, 

who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with 

what I teach everywhere in every church. (vs. 14-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


